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CHAPTER L

-

Tme, which blunts the edges of the
finest feelings, had considerably .worn
down the keenness of regret experienced
by Medora and her friend at quitting
their own beloved home; and the fre-
quency and regularity of the correspond-
ence between them and the venerated
inhabitants of Kirkaldy Hall, tended not
a little to ameliorate the pangs of separa-
tion. In one of the letters which Eliza
had lately received from her father, he
mentioned, amongst other things, by way
of news, that the Barnards were about to
VOL. il B
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-, in order to take possession
os'the éstate bequeathed by the generous
uncle, to his deserving nephew, where,
in the loved shades that cherished his
infancy, the now happy Barnard, meeting
the reward of his integrity, hoped to pass
the remainder of his days. William, he
added, having expressed a decided pre-
ference for holy orders, and his father
highly approving his choice of a profes-
sion which he himself held in such vene-
ration, had sent him to an eminent school,
from which he would emancipate for Ox-
ford; where, Mr. Johnston added, it was
his opinion, from the natural strength of
his abilities, he would pursue his studies
with cansiderable advantage and ecl:t.

This. intelligence communicated a
great degree of pleasure to the whole
party, with.all of whom William Barnard,
from Dhis _earliest infancy, hadsbeen an
acknowledged.favourites but with none
more than.with Eliza. She had always
stood forth as the champion and protec-
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tor of Mrs. Addison’s little insinuating
protegé : and whenever William came to
the hall with his little basket, it never
returned empty, if Eliza could colleet:
sweetmeats, fruits, or any little delicacy
wherewith to load it, home. Thus ib
may be easily conjectured with what
satisfaction she now received .this ao~
count of her former companion ; and hows
much she rejoiced that the excellent
talents which she knew he possessed,
instead of being buried amidst the clods
of his ancestors, would be called into
action, and an opportunity given him of
displaying them to adwantage. As to
personal attainments——and the colouw
mounted to her cheeks, whilst she felt
ready to acknowledge that she had not
seen any one, since she had quitted her
dear native village, that could vie in poing
of appearance, nor boast greater attrace
tions, than William Barnard. .
Revolving weeks passed on, and the
party could now relish the gay scenes
B 2
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and enticing amusements which were
presented in regular rotation before
them; avoiding satiety by partaking of
the delicious banquet with moderation.
But, of all that here allured the senses in
the shape of amusement, nothing afford-
ed so rich a regale to the mind of Mrs.
Addison, as the fascinating power of
music. For, in Bath, harmony has cer-
tainly fixed her seat; and here, also, her
sons and daughters particularly excel
in the execution of this soul-subduing
science! The public concerts therefore
possessed peculiar charms for them all,
‘and here they seldom missed attending,
accompanied by their newly acquired
friend, Miss Dalton, who, if not a first-
rate performer herself, still knew enough
of music as a science, to admire and ap-
preciate its most beautiful compositions.
This lady, from having been for some
time a resident in this splendid city, had
acquired a chosen and select society of
visiting acquaintance, to most of whom
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she had introduced the trio; and through
her means they became acquainted with
many agreeable and accomplished cha-
racters. "

In consequence of this, they were now
induced to mingle in several private par-
ties, where music was the order of the
day, or rather of the night, and where
Medora’s elegant performance, and ex-
quisite voice, obtained for her the highest
eulogiums. Mrs. Addisori herself, some-
times, wishing to promote the hilarity of
the evening, and doating upon music,
condescended to touch the harp’s -en-
chanting strings, delighting others, and
receiving gratification herself from its
fascinating melody.

Having accepted cards of invitation
from one of Miss Dalton’s friends to a
private concert, they had not long taken
their station in the room, before a party
entered, who, from their oufré appear-
ance, attracted their attention, but more
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particularlywthat of Miss Dalton, who
thought she ought. to know one of the
ladies who composed it; but her memory
in this case had proved treacherous, and
she could not recal her name. The
party in question took their places imme-
diately opposite; and as the overture that
moment begun, she had no farther atten-
Jion to spare for them, and they were
nearly forgotten, till between the acts,
when her attention was roused by a lively
genteel man demanding of . one of the
ladies if she was going to the theatre the
next evening?

« I don’t know,” returned she, drawl-
ing ; ¢ what is the performance?”’

« The tragedy of Edward the Black
Prince.”

¢ Oh!—is thata tragedy?—well, I de-
clare I didn’t know that was a tragedy,
or— ' -

. ¢« Certainly,”—cried the gentleman in-

terrupting her, in his eagerness to ex-
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plain,—¢ and the ¢ Amateur of Fashion’
has volunteered to perform the. part.of
"Edward.”

¢« Oh!—delightful!” replied the lady;
< there will ke a brilliant house then, no
doubt; and I shall certainly persuade my
tricnds to take places. But'I had much
rather have seen him in the character of
the dear divine Romeo, wiere li¢ dies so
exquisitely—oh! ’tis enchanting to see
him die!” .

¢ Whose death is Miss Lawford so
cruclly rejoicing in?”’> demanded a smirk-
ing middle-aged beau, twirling an opera-
glass in his fingers, which he from tie
to time applicd to his halizclosed optics.
—< I don’t know who would refuse to
make their exit, if they were sure of ob-
taining applauses from such beautiful
lips.” , 1

“ You are always quizzing, Moncil,
though you know I don’t regard you,”
replied she in the same drawling tone;
¢ but tell me, what have you been doing
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with yourself these last three days; I
mean, what have you been seeing ?*’

¢ Seeing !”’ reiterated he—<¢ why I last
night visited Polito’s menagerie, to see if
he could exhibit a more extraordinary
animal than myself’; but, alas! I couldn’t
discover one’’—laughing at his own con.
ceit.—< Yet,” continued he, ¢ though
my expectation ot meeting my equal was
not gratified, I was ncvertheless extreme-
ly edified by a passing conversation be-
tween a little hump-backed fellow and a
countryman of his acquaintance, respect-
ing the quadrupeds. < How curous,’
exclaimed little humpey, stretching his
neck to get a distinct view of the pon-
derous elephant, © it is to see one of the
varmint specie have so much sense!—
¢« Why, you noodle,” retorted his com-
panion, ¢ that there cratur have nothin
to do with the varmints; that-<s one of
the brute creation in itself.”

Here a burst of laughter from the
surrounding group drowned Miss Law-
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ford’s delicate exclamation of—¢ Oh4
barbarous!—what a vulgar anecdote!—
I declare you grow worse than ever!”

¢ What are you retailing there, Mon-
cil ?”” asked a lady, bustling up—*¢ your’s
is always the merriest booth in the fair,
for nobody can be grave, or even serious
when you are present.”’

¢ To confute your assertions, madam,
look at this lady,”—pointing to the one
seated next to Miss Lawford,—¢¢ she has
not uttered a syllable, nor, I believe,
deigned to grace her countenance -with
a smile, during the whole of my exer-
tions to entertain, this evening.”

¢« How is this, Miss Sherwel? cannot
you contradict this vile aspersion on the
fair fame of your gaiety ?’ inquired the
lady.

¢ I have not found it agreeable, ma-
dam,”” replied she with an air of pique,
¢ to sport sentences for the entertain-
ment of the company.”

¢ What, you thought Moneil talked

B3
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enough for you and himself too? and to
confess the truth, he is generally charlt-
able in this particular.”

¢ Fie! fie, Mrs. Hurd, your wit is too
keeri; upon my honour it cuts-me up
without -mercy.” Here the music re-
eommencing put a stop to this curious
dialogue, from whence our novices had
been enlightened by a specimen of
fashionable conversation, and Miss Dal-
ton had also been convinced that she had
not been mistaken in the lady before her,
whom she now recognised as her former
acquaintance, — the all accomplished

Miss Sherwel.

" A few mornings after the concert, as
Medora, having taken her glass of water
at the pump-room as usual, had seated
herself with her mother and Eliza in or-
der the better to attend to a beautlful
piece, with which the band wete amus-
ing the company, she perceived the same
party, who had afforded her so much en-
tertainment, dash into the room.
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Miss Dalton, who had previously join-
ed Mrs. Addison, seeing herself in such
immediate proximity with Miss Sherwel,
could not avoid paying her respects;
when a recognition, as well as an intro-
duction to their respective friends, took
place between the ladies; Miss Sherwel
professing herself much rejoiced at hav.
ing met her former friend after a
lapse of s0 many years. She then pro-
ceeded to-say that "she had visited ‘Bath
with a party of their friends, to spend the
remainder of the winter; and that her
mother was at present on a visit to her
sister, who had been for some time mar-
ried ; but added, that she expected her
to join their party, ere the expiration of
the season. . :

Miss Lawford, having taken two or
‘three turns up and down the room, pro-
fessed herself fatigued with the exercise,
when the party adjourned to the seats at
the upper end, and were preparing to
take possession, when Moncil prevented
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them by the hasty exclamation of ¢ ah!
for heaven’s sake, don’t sit down there ;
yow’ll be classed by the Bath wits
amongst the ¢ old wizards under -the
clock.”

¢ What absurdity is Moncil broaching
now ?” inquired Mrs. Hurd, looking for
an explanation.

¢ Absurdity! my dear Madam? no,
give me leave to inform you, that this is
a portion of the very essence of delicate
satire: why have you never seen the
¢ intercepted letter ?”

The « intercepted letter !”’ questioned
all in a breath, ¢ no; whatisit about?”

¢ O, a brilliant effusion from the pen
of one, among the many poetasters, with
which Bath abounds; containing a sa-
tire against many of the old dowagers of
quality, and most vilely ridiculing some
of  the reigning belles who rankehigh in
the annals of taste and fashion.”

<« Shocking !”> drawled Miss Lawford,
—¢¢ what an ungallant creature the man
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must be, for none but a male hand could
pen such an ill-natured thing, don’t you
think so?”’ looking tenderly at the
speaker. .

¢ Most superlatively so !’ returned
Moncil, ¢ and the renegade has my full
consent to be tossed in a blanket for his
apostacy ; and what would be much
worse, in my opinion, to be sent to Co-
ventry by the dear creatures for a whole
season afterwards.”
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CHAPTER IIL

¢ Can you-tell me, Moncil,” cried Miss
Lawford, ¢ who those very awkward look-
ing people are sitting opposite.”

-« Yés, they are a’Mr. and Mrs. B,
most delightfully rich, and lately ithport-
ed from the country. But to admire
them properly, you should see them at
the rooms, when the lady is in all her
splendor, and commonly dressed out with
every hue that Iris has bestowed.”

¢ But do you know the rest of the
family ?”* questioned Mrs. Hurd.

¢ Oh Heaven defend me, yes!—the
“adorable Misses and Masters,” contmu-
ed Moncil, “ do you know the eldest
son 2’

¢ To be sure I do,” returned Mrs.
Hurd, ¢ but have you heard that he has



TWENTY YEARS AGO. 15

lately added to the family honours by
being dubbed a Captain? he is there-
fore no longer Mr. but Captain B——0
at the service of the ladies.”

¢ Indeed!”” cried Moncil, laughing,
< well, I had not heard that ;* then ad-
dressing himself to Miss Lawford, * do
you see Mrs. Macgormin yonder?. she i$
prancing up and down, looking, as she
thinks, to the best possible advantage.”

¢ You will allow, she is a smart wo-
man #* said Miss Dalton.

¢¢ Smart,” echoed Moncil, ¢ why, yes,
as far as fine clothes go; but she is al-
most a foot too short, and is, besides, what
I call a clumsy figure.”

¢¢ Uncharitable !’ exclaimed Miss Law-
ford, in her drawling tone; ¢ do you
know,” turning to Miss Dalton, who sat
next her, ¢ this creaturc has been per-
suading me to walk up and down the
room with him; but I shall not be per-
suaded.”

¢ And why not?”’. asked Miss Dalton.
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¢« What! to be stared at, and criticis-
ed by all the company ?

¢« Oh dear! no,” answered Moncil,
simpering, ‘ you don’t wear short petti~
coats, and pink stockings, and trick your-
self out to excite observations like some
people; you therefore might venture to
accompany me with impunity, since the
only sentiment you could excite in the
hearts of the gazers, would be that of ad-
miration !”’

¢ Flattering creature!”” drawled Miss
Lawford. '

¢¢ Look there,” cried Moncil, * do you
see that young lady with Mrs. E ,
she is come for one campaign' in Bath,
and is I am told upon the full catch. But,
unfortunately failing in the grand requi-
site herself, she is likely to hang in hand
for the season.” -

¢ She is very pretty,” observed Mlss
Sherwel.

¢ Yes, that is true,”” returned this in-
corrigible male gossip, * but beauty with-
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out the more essential requisites is of little
value you know,”—shrugging his shoul-
ders, and grinning at his own depth of
observation.

Oh! thought Medora, recurring to
past scenes, and a smothered sigh escap-
ing at the recollection ; how insipid, and
uninteresting is this conversation, if con-
versation it may be called, where an ill-
natured individual takes upon himself to
criticise the rest of the company, when
compared with that we used to enjoy
with Augustus Falknor. And heartily
tired with her new acquaintance, she
whispered her mother to take her leave.

«“ My dear Madam,” exclaimed.Eliza,
as soon as they were beyond hearing,
I hope all the people that we are -to
meet * with here, are not like those
we have had a specimen of this morn-
ing ? If so, I'shall experience no regret,
in returning to our peaceful and rational
shades, where we can hear a little com-
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mon sense, and entertain a portion of
charity for our fellow-creatures.”

« Why I trust, my dear, there are ex-
ceptions to be met with, although it
must be confessed, that vanity and fri-
volity are most prevailing foibles, amongst
the sons and daughters of fashion; and
one coxcomb thinks he cannot do better,
in order to obtain celebrity, than to copy
the manners and conversation, however
absurd or outré, of another who has gone
before him in the path of notoriety.
Hence the disgusting sameness which
prevails amongst this frivolous race, till
one, more absurd than the rest, is daring
enough to strike out something even
more ridiculous than his predecessors,
for the servile herd to follow.”

¢ But the ladies, mamma,” said Me-
dora, ¢ can any thing be half so disgust-
ing as the ridiculous affectation of that

Miss Lawford ?*’
¢ Affectation, as you observe, my love,
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of every kind cannot fail to be disgusting.
Miss Lawford appears to me a very weak
young woman, who, failing in the requi-
sites of a good understanding, is obliged
to resort to more futile means, in order
to support the part allotted her in society.
But, my dear girls, the shifting scenes
in this Panorama of life, you must learn
to appreciate, as they present themselves
successively before you, so as to turn them
to your own improvement and advantage.
They will afford you many a lesson, and I
trust you will be at no loss to apply them
properly.”

Eliza Johnston, who possessed strong
health, with an exuberancy of animal
spirits, had long felt a desire to make her
debut in a ball-room; but, owing to the
delicate state of her friend, she knew
such a desire could not be complied with,
and she had hitherto not even hinted at
such a thing ; but now that Medora had
received so much benefit from the waters,
and she saw her blooming again in health
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and spirits, Eliza thought she might
venture to obtrude a wish towards at-
taining this so long coveted gratification.
Mrs. Addison who, although she did not
intend her daughter to emerge from cb-
scurity, into the broad glare of fashion-
able dissipation, still on the other hand,
tt was not her wish that she should be
immured in the drawing-room. No
sooner, therefore, did this desire of Eli-
za’s reach her ears, than she set about
complying with it. Both the young
friends had becn indefatigable in acquir-
ing their dancing lessons, and Mrs. Ad-
dison could have no fears of their being
able to acquit themselves properly in this
mazy accomplishment; she therefore no
longer hesitated to form her party for
the next cotillion ball.

With no small degree of expectation
did these two young ladies look fd¥ward
to the promised Thursday, which was to
present them to the upper rooms; and
many an. air-built structure was erected,
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in anticipation of the pleasure which
they each hoped to receive.

Mis. Addison having agreed to wait
for her party in one of the adjoining
rooms, and it being rather late before
some of them arrived, the ball-room was
nearly filled when they entered it. The
coup d’wil therefore of the whole was
particularly striking; and Eliza exclaim-
ed, whisperingly, to her friend, * Good
gracious! we arc certainly got into the
dominions of some fairy prince ; can any
thing be more maguificent?”” and indeed
the brilliancy of the lights, the splendor
of the decorations, and the striking ap-
pearance of eight or nine hundred people,
attired in the first style of elegance, con-
spired to warrant the supposition. Even
Mrs. Addison, accustomed as she had
been to view the superb, and splendidly
decorated palacés of her own country,
acknowledged, that nothing could be
more truly elegant than the fout-ensemble
of this spacious rendezvous of gaiety.
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The master of the ceremonies, whose
eye is always quick to discern the en-
trance of every fresh party, approached
to pay his compliments, and to make
the usuval inquiry, if any of the ladies
wished to dance, when Eliza’s sparkling
eyes, and animated countenance, flushed
with pleasure in a moment at the ques-
tion, and conveyed a ready assent to the
penetrating eye of the gentleman; who,
bowing, retired to go in search of the
expected partner.

Medora, whose spirits, from her late
indisposition, had not acquired their usual
tone, felt rather intimidated, at beholding:
herself thus -indiscriminately mixing in
such a motley scene ; she therefore felt
no desire to join the festive group, and
¢ foot it on the light ‘fantastic toe,” till
the evening was more advanced.

In a few minutes the "suspéhce of
Eliza, in regard to whom she was to
figure  away with, was at an end, by
beholding the prince of this fairy domain
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advancing towards them, and conducting
a very genteel, handsome looking young
man ; for it is one amongst the many of
this gentleman’s agremens, to suit those,
whom it may come within his province
to introduce to each other. Hence, he
never dreams, of presenting an old man,
for old men. will sometimes attempt to
dance; or cven a middle-aged gentleman,,
to. a young girl; and by this means he
constantly assures to himself the appro-
bation of' all parties; and Medora, in
concert with others, now bestowed upon
him a portion-of hers, when she saw her
friend led off by so eligible a partner.
The young people. of the party, being
all, cxcept Medora, engaged in dancing,
Mrs. Addison, by way of affording her
amusement, endeavoured to make the.
circuit of the room ; but which, from the
crowd that surrounded the dancers, she
telt some difficulty in accomplishing.
Being determined however to persevere,
as Medora had- expressed a wish to wit-
6
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ness Eliza’s commencement, who had
been led by her partner into a set at the
upper end of the room, they moved
gently on, and continued to gain ground
till they had nearly arrived at the top,
when they found their progress entirely
stopped by a press of company, all
pushing one way, and all appearing to
have one object in view.

Wondering what magnet could thus
have the power of attracting every one
to the same spot, Mrs. Addison continued
to proceed, when she heard a gentleman
remark to another at his elbow, that the
< Amateur of fashion’ was in the set at
the top of the room, and would soon
begin the dance. ¢ 1 wonder if he per-
forms as well in a cotillion, as he does
in Romeo,” repeated another.—¢ Aye,
and if he sports his diamond buttons to-
night?” continued a third —*Ah! no,”
replied a young lady, I Lave been re-
garding him for some time, and he has
only his buckles to-night, which he gives
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every one an opportunity of observing,

by kindly stretching out one or other of
his feet to every group that passes.”

Another move forward, as the crowd

pushed on, brought Medora and her

mother nearly opposite to this wonder

of an hour; who, with all the nonchalance

he could possibly assume, stood gazing

around him, and endeavouring with all

his might to appear unconscious of the

bustle he was creating, In a few mi-

nutes his task commenced ; when the

comparfy, after watching this rare avis
through a few of his movements, began

to drop off, each making their own com-

ments on his performance ; but the ma.

jority agreeing, that the Graces had not

aided him to vault in the mazy dance,

any more than to shine in the courts of
Melpomene.

Having beheld quite as much as they
wished of the ¢ Amateur,” they were
proceeding to make their way down the
apposite side, when they suddenly en.

VOL. III c
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countered Miss Lawford-escorted by her
partner, the attentive Moncil; when,
instantly recognizing Medora, she ex-
claimed, with an air of triumph at her
own good fortune in being so well at-
tended, ¢ Don’t you dance to night?—
dear me, come to a ball and not dance!
—oh, you should dance.”” The tone of
exultation in which this was uttered,
might have discomposed the nerves of
some young people, but the invidious
question failed to disturb the equammlty
of Medora.

Passing on they perceived Eliza, con-
ducted by her partner, coming towards
them. ¢ Oh,” she exclaimed, ¢ I have
been seeking you in the card-room, not
knowing which way to bend my steps;
and my. dear Medora,” she added, drop-
ping her voice, ¢ you never saw such a
scene, do come and behold it.””" The
press of company was almost as great
lrere, as it had been in the ball-room,
owing to the number of byestanders that
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were crowding round the tables. In one
corner sat a lady, decrepit from age and
infirmity, scarcely able to hold her cards,
and much less to distinguish their cha.
racters, playing with three gentlemen,
who appeared to have no objection to
pocketing her money ; whilst she seemed
as much absorbed by the game, as if her
very existence depended upon losing or
winning the stipulated stake. On the
contrary side, what a contrast presented
itself: a lady, apparently not more than
three or four and twenty, engaging with
equal avidity three gentlemen at short
whist, and guinea points. The frequently
long drawn sigh of apprehension, which
burst from her bosom, and the hectic of
agitation which flushed her cheeks, when
she regarded the inauspicious appear-
ance of her cards, obscured those graces
which " certainly adorned her counten-
ance; and prevented the observer from
discovering those traits of beauty, which,
c2
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but for these midnight vigils, would have
shone conspicuous.

« Will no one have the charity to ad-
monish that young creature?”’ said an
elderly lady with a look of compassion,
¢ when they behold her on the very
verge of a precipice?”’

¢ Oh, I assure your ladysihp,” replied
a little dapper man in black, ¢ that Mrs.
H—— knows very well what she is
about ; every card that she plays tells;
and she is much more au-fuit of the
game, than either of her contemporaries.
I had the honour of playing a rubber
with her in her own house, at half past
two this morning.”

¢ And do you think that being an adept
in the game will save her from ruin?”
demanded the lady.

«“ Why, it must be confess sed,”
turned Mrs. H ’s champxon, “« that
it is a pity she devotes so much of her
time to this fascinating science; more
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particularly so, as she has a little family,
on whom she might bestow a portion of
it to greater advantage.”” So saying, he
wheeled round to the back of the lady’s
chair, to pay his compliments, and con-
gratulate her, upon her very superior
skill in playing the game of whist.

¢ More lessons, my dear girls,” said
Mrs. Addison, * from which I hope you
will reap advantage!”

«“ Oh!” exclaimed Medora, ¢ what
a disgusting sight is a female gamester!
My heart shudders at beholding either
of these spectacles, and I am sure I shall
detest cards as long as I live.”
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CHAPTER IIL

«« Twenty Years* prior to the present
period of this history, the Hon. Arthur
Falknor completing his twenty-first year,
had been called upon to take posses-
sion of an unincumbered estate which he
inherited in right of his mother; and
which in a great measure rendered him
independent—except in filial duty, and
that regard and veneration which he
thought due to his remaining parent.

In the meridian of youth’s delightful
period, Arthur Falknor expressed a
decided wish, whilst that period last.
ed, to visit foreign realms, ang study
foreign manners. A desire, so entirely
consonant with his own schemes and
wishes, met the immediate assent of Lord
Falknor ; who, through the means of this
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highly valued son, hoped to gain one
more step in the ladder, by which he
was to mount to honours and riches;
and full of youth, health, and vivacity,
Arthur quitted his father, in order to
commence his early tour.

Mr. Falknor, the intimate, and highly
esteemed friend of his cousin, the present
Earl of Ashdale, alike resembled him in
the elegance of his person, the harmony
of his manners, and the integrity of his
character. And when he quitted his
native soil, to visit other climates in
search of what he might have found in
greater perfection at home; viz. comfort,
safety, and honour, Lord Ashdale was
conscious of a void in the mecasure of
friendship, not easily filled up; till love,
kindly compassionating -the loss he had
sustained in a friend, humanely stepped
in, and presented the beloved partner““ of
his future days, to balance the deficiency.

Having remained abroad for the space
of two years, and visited most of the
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cities and towns of any note upon the
continent, Arthur, as has been already
related, was hastily recalled by his father,
in order to fulfil the engagement he had
contracted for him, with the relatives
of Lady Annc Eastheath. With this ar-
rangement, the elegant Arthur, in spite
of the duty and affection which he owed
his father, felt an invincible repugnance
to comply. Even before the commence-
ment of his continental tour, a woman so
dcficient in mental accomplishments, and
possessing so strong a propensity for
masculine acquirements, as Lady Anne
had ever decidedly done, could not have
been the object of his choice ; how much
less 50 now, that he had been accustomed
to the society of foreign ladies; who, if
they cannot vie with the fair daughters
of Albion’s isle in sterling beauty, have
yet frequently been thought to excel them
in feminine grace and attractive accom.
plishments. Whether the hero in ques.
tion had experienced the force of this
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remark, remains to be proved ; but thus
much is certain, that he ventured to risk
his parent’s-severest displeasure, by posi-
tively refusing to light the nuptial torch
in concert with Lady Anne Eastheath.
A refusal, which, coming from the man
she would have preferred to the rest of
his sex, had the effect of determining her
to give up all thoughts of a matrimonial
establishment ; and deciding her in future
to indulge her taste for the mechanical
arts, from which she derived the greatest
degrec of pleasure, she resolved to ¢ live
and dic in single blessedness,’”” having
never once repented the resolution thus
hastily formed, whilst there remained a
fruit-tree to mnail up, a piece of .park
paling to repair, or the immense treat of
superintending the construction of ¢« a
pig-stye.”’

.. By this decisive step Arthur bad deep—
ly incurred the resentment of’ his tather,
who had set his mind upen this match;
it accorded so well with his. mercenary

c3
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views, and he had by his cunning ma-
nceuvres brought it so well to bear, that
to be foiled just in the completion, by
the intractability of the very son whose
welfare he had been so sedulous to pro-
mote, was beyond all bearing ; and his
anger knew no bounds. Venting, then,
his reproaches, and vowing to puuish the
delinquent for his obstinacy, unless he
discovered some way of obliterating the
stain, which through his means had been
cast upon his fair fame, he quitted his
astonished son, to chew the cud of his
disappointment in private.

No one could entertain a higher sense
of filial duty than Arthur Falknor; and
nobody would have made greater sacri-
fices than himself, in order to evince it
in its fullest extent; he therefore felt
great compunction in being thus gbliged
to disappoint his parent in this his fa-
vourite project. Any thing less than the
sacrificing himself in a point where his’
happiness or misery for life were at stake,

) 7
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he would have complied with ; but here
it was impossible; and he now sought
his oftended father, in order to soften the
harshness of bis refusal by offering every
palliative in his power.

¢« By thus defeating my plans, Sir, you
have entirely marred your own pros-
pects,”’ indignantly replied the incensed
parent to the humble intercessions offered
by his soh; ¢ Prospects,” resumed he,
¢ which were opening upon you like a
glorious dawn, to gild your future life;
but which, your perverseness, like inter-
vening clouds, will entirely obscure.
But I suppose, Sir,” continued he, in the
same indignant tonme, “ you consider
yourself' as equally independent of the
world, as you hold yourself to be of your
father ; however, time may teach you
the fallacy of such conceit and obsti-
nacy.”

¢« My dear father, wound me not by
reproaches like these, as cruel as they
are unjust,” returned his mortified son.
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¢ In every other request I shall be most
happy to obey you; but, believe me,
Lady Annc Eastheath is a weman, that,
however worthy or amiable she may
appear in the eyes of others, could never
have been any thing more than she is at
present in the eyes of your son. Excuse,
therefore, I implore you, this one venial
act of disobedience, and put me to the
proof in any other shape you think pro-
per, and see if I hesitate one moment to
comply with the duty I owe you.”

¢ Oh, I have no doubt but you, are
very ready, except in what I most wish
you to perform,” grumbled the still irri-
tated Lord Falknor; ¢ you will have no
-objections to accept the lucrative offer of
executing a confidential public trust,
which I have with some difficulty and
much labour procured for you from the
minister ; till you learn that it will obhge
me, and then,” bowing ironically, ¢ you
‘will be happy to obey me in any other
way.” -
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¢ You wrong me, indeed, Sir,” replied
Arthur, much hurt at thus findinog him-
self the object of his father’s ridicule.
¢« I shall be most happy to accept any
appointment with which the minister may
be inclined to honour me ; and whenever
my country requires it, I will with alas.
crity quit my native land in its service.
But, can you tell me, Sir, to what quar-
ter of the globe it is likely my duty may
call me?”

* How should I be supposed to know
that, Sir ? The minister is close and wary ;
he never divulges his plans but on very
particular occasions. No, no; in order
to obtain his confidence, a man must be
something vastly above the common line;
I mean, in respect to talents ; and possess
no small share of interest in the cubinet
into the bargain.—And yet if I chose to
boast, I might say, that I stood as fair a
chance of obtaining intelligence now and
then as to what was going forward, as my
neighbours ; and that my interest and
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intimacy with his Grace of L has
frequently enabled me to collect hints
which have been of very material benefit.”’
The good man had now mounted his
favourite hobby, and was prancing away
full speed from the subject which had so
deeply occupied him but a moment be-
fore, to the great relief of his son, who
took especial care not to interrupt him.
He therefore continued to canter away
till he had nearly exhausted his topic,
when he concluded by saying, that he
would endeavour to procure a private
audience of the great man, and he had
no doubt but that he should be able to
learn the secret of his destination.
Impatiently, then, did Arthur Falknor
look forward to the desired eommunica<
tion. He had certainly expressed a ready
acquiescence with his father’s wish of
sending him abroad, whither indeed it
was his most ardent desire to go ; but he
could not remain altogether indifferent as
to the kingdom he was destined to visit.
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His secret wishes led him to prefer any
of the Italian states, whither he put up
his most earnest petitions that his kind
destiny might convey him.

Having succeeded beyond his expec-
tation in appeasing the irritable nerves of
his father, Arthur waited impatiently for
his return from the minister’s levee, in
order to learn his doom ; but an increase
of suspense only awaited him. Lord Falk-
nor had failed in his attempt to gain the
great man’s private ear, and all he could
glean from the whispers buzzed about
the circle, tended only to confirm the
different opinions of the different persons
who compesed it. One, asserting from
his own private knowledge, that the new
embassy was destined for China, another
contending that it was for Spain, whilst
a third insisted that the despatches were
actually made out for America. None
of these places agreed with the hopes-and
wishes of Arthur, and he s1ghed from
apprehensions of his fite. .



40 TIIE ADVERTISEMENT; OR,

The time at length arrived, when, full
of expectation, and accompanied by his
father, the Hon. Arthur Falknor repaired
to court, in order to receive his creden-
tials and instructions for conducting a
foreign embassy. And, when the words
¢ you will repair to the court of Sar-
dinia’’ sounded in his ears, the welcome
intelligence struck to his heart, flushed
his animated countenance, and irradiated
every feature with joy.

.The vcssel which was to convey Falk-
nor on his destincd voyage awaited him j
and dispatch was the only thing required
in his mission. ¢ Dispaich!”’—no word
in the English vocabulary could have
been more consonant to the feelings, or
vibrated more delightfully on the auricu-
lar ,organs of the happy Arthur, than
this; and on the wings of the wind he
once more bade adieu to his® native
land. ,

The delight, at once so visible to every
beholder, which overspread the counte-
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nance of Falknor on learning his destina-
tion, did not escape the observation of
his father; and what is more, with the
observation came also a train of vague
surmises, and half-formed suspicions,
which tended not a little to ruffle the se-
renity he was beginning to acquire. The
alacrity that Arthur evinced, in accept-
ing the commission with which he had
becn furnished ; the anxiety he had disco-
vered whilst the place of his destination
remained unknown; and, lastly, the joy
that shone so conspicuously in every fea-
ture upon learning that it was to the court
of Sardinia he was going, were circum-
stances which, in his opinion, when com-
bined, held a very suspicious tendency.
—=<¢ Arthur has already been abroad for
a considerable length of time,” argued
the alarmed father; ¢ and has, no doubt,
in his progress over the continent, fre-
quently visited Italy,”” Then his repug-
nance to conclude the match with Lady
Anne Eastheath, whom no one in their
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senses would have dreamt of refusing,
unless shackled by some other entangle-
ment. This was a circumstance alone
which, to his alarmed imagination, seem-
ed ¢ confirmation strong” of a something
which wildly floated in his imagination,
and which he dreaded to fathom ; for,
whilst there remained a doubt, there also
existed a hope, that this highly favoured
son, in whom centered all his expecta-
tions of future aggrandizement, had not
so far forgotten his fatherly admonitions
as to sacrifice himself by contracting
an improper or unworthy alliance. Che-
rishing this consolatory hope, Lord Falk-
nor endeavoured to remain satisfied for
the present ; but suspicion once awaken-
ed, was not easily lulled again to for-
getfulness ; and although he wished to
encourage every suggestion in favour of
this beloved son, yet he also determined
to watch and scrutinize every thing rela-
tive to him with the eyes of an Argus;
and if he should be able to discover that
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he had acted irreverently with the duty
which he owed to himself as a parent,
he should be made to abide the conse-
quences of his severest displeasure.  Thus
meditated, and thus resolved, a haughty
and ambitious father!
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CHAPTER 1V.

IoNoranT alike of these animadversions
upon his conduct, and of the conse-
quences likely to ensue from them, the
unsuspecting Arthur continued to wing
his way, with prosperous gales, over the
curling waves, that, proud of their bur-
then, bore him in safety to the destined
port. -Here a rcception awaited the
young negotiator befitting his dignity
and nothing intervened to prevent his
executing the mission with which he had
been delegated, with credit to himself
and honour to his country. His des-
patches, which were always well written,
and regularly reccived, could not fail of
obtaining for him the highest enco-
miums; a circumstance particularly gra-
tifying to Lord Falknor, who still che.
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rished the flattering hope of being able,
through the means of his son, to obtain
the highest pinnacle of preferment, to
which he was lured by the finger of Am-
bition.

But, how weak, how imbecile is human
fallacy! and, short-sighted mortals, when
were you permitted to explore the unfa-
thomable abyss of futurity; or, to scan
the wise and unsearchable ways of never-
erring Providence ? B

The negotiation was at length com-
pleted with his Sardinian Majesty, much
to_the satisfaction of all parties; the
despatches relative to the conclusion
signed, sealed, and duly delivered in
England by a trusty messenger, in whom
the diplomatist could confide; and he
himself expected to follow them imme-
diately. The gratified father, now losing
all remembrance of his son’s late lapse
from duty in his present acquired glory,
reckoned the tardy hours till his return ;
but he came not. Letters alone arrived,
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stating that he was unavoidably detained
upon the continent for a short period,
when he would again have the pleasure
of embracing his beloved parent in his
native land.

Here again was ground for alarm, and
eagle-eyed suspicion in the bosom of
Lord Falknor. ¢« What,” questioned he
within himself, ¢ can thus detain Arthur
abroad after his public business is con-
cluded? sure he had time enough be-
tween the acts to have executed any
private concerns of his own!”’ and again
resolutions of punishment, and loading
him with a father’s malediction, if he
were deficient in the points he expected,
passed his lips.

Time rolled on, and still the fugitive
did not return. The different periods
at which it was expected that he might
have arrived, brought only to his friends,
disappointment and regret; and those
who before only lamented his absence as
it might be detrimental to his interest,
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pow entertained serious fears for his
safety, and perhaps even for his life.
Innumerable had been the iuquiries re-
specting him, from his alarmed fiiends
and relatives, without obtaining any in-
telligence in return, save that he had
quitted the Sardinian Court immediately
after the conclusion of the business upon
which he had visited it, on his supposed
return to England. That our inter-
course with the continental countries,
through the vigilance of Buonaparte, at
this period had becn considerably ex-
cluded was true; Dbut, that ways and
means of conveying intelligence did still
exist in spite of his tyranny, was also
equally certain, although subject to casu-
alties, and a length of time in arriving ;
the surprise therefore of hearing nothing
from him daily increased, and the un-
happy parent began to lose all hope,
and to conclude that some dreadful dis-
aster must have befallen his unfortunate
son.
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A prey to the most agitating suspense,
Lord Falknor passed his days in hopeless
uncertainty. His health, from the con-
stant irritability of his nerves, began to
decline ; he lost his spirits, shunned so-
ciety, and created alarm in the bosoms of
his friends, as to what might be the re-
sult of indulging such poignant and
unavailing sorrow.

Henry, the second son, had always
shewn too volatile a turn of mind for his
father to build much upon him. His
light temperament, buoyancy of* spirit,
and volubility of tongue, but ill accorded
with that steadiness of character required
to aid the ambitious views Lord Falknor
had cver entertained for his children;
and, in being thus bereaved of his che-
rished hope by the absence of Arthur,
he had lost all ; and his gloriously-erect-
ed air-built. structure now tottered %o its
fall.

For many months Lord Falknor con-
tinued tosfeed his discontent, and melan-
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choly had ¢ marked him for her own,”
when to the surprise of every one, an
entire change appeared to take place in
his character ; a change, as unaccount-
able as it seemcd unnatural and incxplic-
able. From incessantly dcploring the
absence, and perhaps absolute loss of his
favourite son, he now never expressed
the smallest degree of concern respect-
ing his fate; and if any one inadvert-
ently alluded to him, instead of exciting
the burst of grief and regret such a sub-
ject would formerly have done, he endca-
voured to give a turn to the discourse by
slightly observing, that we must submit
to Providence in these cases, that com-
plaints were unavailing, and that per-
haps all things considercd, it mizht-be
for the bEst that he should not return.
Thus poor Arthur, who had hitherto
been the pride and glory of his exulting
father, the elegant and accomplished
companion of his attached frigpds, and
the delight of his aﬂéctionatewbrother,
VOL. L. D
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was now in danger of being forgotten, if
silence could have expunged his remem-
brance from the hearts of those who loved
him. But she extended her oblivious
hand in vain; for, in the heart of Lord
Ashdale, the memory of his unfortunate
cousin existed in full force; and his
Lordship ceased neither to regret, nor to
use his utmost endeavours to discover if
he still remained in being. Repeated
investigations had passed, backed by his
interest, through every channel of the
Continent, but without effect; for after
the most indefatigable search at the end
of two years, he remained as much in the
dark respecting his lost friend, as at the
commencement of his search ; so deeply
was his fate enveloped in doubt and pain-
ful uncertainty.

About this period the prolifig brain of
Lord Falknor, disappointed in the
schemes he had so ingeniously fabricat-
ed, in %der to elevate his first-born to
an accession of wealth and dignity, en-
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deavoured to manufacture a web, which
was alike to ensnare, and subjugate the
second. But Henry, too volatile, and
keen-sighted, to become an easy prey to
his designing father, no sooner caught a
glimpse of the snare so artfully spread for
his entanglement; than like a bird,
which expands its wings in sudden flight,
to avoid the threatened destruction of the
fowler’s net, he flew off to Ashdale-park ;
leaving his offended father, a second
time, a prey to dissappointment and re-
gret, in consequence of the conduct of
his rebellions children.

Here, in the society of his valued réla-
tives, the gay, the thoughtless Harry
passed his days, unheeding and alinost
unconscious of the chagrin which his
flight had occasioned. Under the roof
of Lord Ashdale he well knew he should
escape persecution, on the side of his
father; for, however well Lord Falk-
nor’s schemes were arranged acgording
to his own estimation, he was not ambi-

D2
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tious of having them laid open to the in-
spection of his nephew; who, from his
own exalted notions and correct line of
conduct, was not always inclined to toler-
ate his uncle’s extravagant manccuvres.
Falknor was therefore right in his choice
of an asylum; for here, the angry cxpos-
tulations of his father conld rcach him
only through his letters, and those made
but little impression on this incorrigible
son of Momus; who, proof against all
threats, countinued to flutter, like the
giddy moth around the cffilgence that
dazzled him, till he rushed headlong to
his own destruction; and was borne, a
mutilated being, to that home, from
whence he had so lately lown on the
 wings of gaiety and pleasure.

_This untoward accident, by raising
T.ord Falknor’s fears for the ¥ifc of his
son, extinguished, for a time, the desire
he had entertained of sacrificing him in
order to ascend thc ladder of ambition ;
and so long as the poor misguided Henry
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continued an invalid, the discordant sub-
Jject was never broaehed by either; but
no sooner did health again bloom on his
pallid chicek, and strength invigorate his
cxhausted frame, than it was renewed
with redoubled earnestness. In losing
Arthur, Lord Falknor so cntirely gave
up all hope of accomplishing his designs
through that medium, that he now was
never heard to wish for his return; and
all the ambitious views he had so lately
meditated in his favour, were transferred
with redoubled energy to Henry ; who,
unambitious of the distinction, was oblig-
ed to exert his every talent alike to extri-
cate himself from this detestable alliance,
and to secure himself from his father’s
threatened displeasure.

In this situation of things, Lord Ash-
dale, whose inquiries were unremittingly
exerted in favour of his lost cousin, re-
ceived intelligence from a friend of his in
Rome, stating, that he had reason to.be-
lieve, he had discovered Mr. Fallnor, in
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a person much resembling his descrip-
tion of that gentleman, who lodged in an
opposite, hotel. ~ This person, he went
on further to say, appeared in extreme
bad health, shunned society, and seemed
diffident of observation; yet from the
cursory views he had been able to obtain
of hun at different periods, he was con-
fident that, it not Mr. I'alknor himself,
he must be the very counterpart of that
gentleman. .
_ 'This account, although vague and un-~
certain, removed the auxicty endared by
the friends of the unfortunate Arthur;
and Henry, who, from his late illness, was
less calculated to support the irritating
tortures of suspense, respecting his bro-
ther’s fate, resolved, at once, to make a
striking effort, and in spite of the perils
surronnding such an enterprise,*when to
be an Englishman, was sufficient to incur
the hatred and revenge of the inhuman
monster who tyrannized over half man-
kind, to make his way over to Italy; and
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in person investigate the truth of this in-
telligence. ¢ If I should be so tortunate,
my dear Lord Ashdale,” he exclaimed
"in the enthusiasm of his heart, * to dis-
cover and bring back this strayed sheep,
how richly shall I be repaid for risquing
my precious person in the very jaws of
the tyrant and his satellites.”

That this procedure would meet with
opposition from Lord Falknor was cer-
tain ; but that was a dlﬂ‘iculty which the

" ardent Henry undertook to obviate ; and
having succeeded, partly by cajo]ing, and
partly by promising to comply with his
father’s wishes on his return, he, with
proper credentials, obtained through the
interest of his cousin, set off on the pini-
ons of hope to discover, and if possible
to conduct back to his native country, a
tugitive brother.
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CHAPTER V.

How tediously lag the wings of time,
when laden with a weight of expecta-
tion! Thus thought Lord Falknor, as
month after month, and year after year
elapsed, without producing in their re-
volving periods, either of his absent sons.
‘I'o have lost one, was, he thought, a cir-
cumstance sufficiently afflicting ; but a
similar fatality seemed to petvade the
destiny of both, for, after receiving letters
once or twice from Henry at the com-
mencement of his peregrination, the cor-
respondence had suddenly ceased, and
he heard from him no more. Thus to
be bereaved of both, was an aggravation
of his former affliction, which rendered
it glmost insupportable ; -and Lord Falk-
gor felt that, like the Patriarch of old,
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by the loss of his children his ¢ grey hairs
would be bowed with sorrow to the
grave.” Of what avail was now the re-
trospection of his past conduct? where
were now the ambitious views he had so
fondly cherished? or, of what use his
idle regret and repentance? Vain! vain !
alike his remorse and compunction,
whilst the cvil remained without re.
medy ! 3

With increasing years, Lord Falknor’s
mental and bodily infirmities increased
also. Inlosing his children, he had been
deprived of Hope’s steadfast anchor
which had so long supported his buoy-
ant fancy on the turbulent waves of
ambition, and his mind bereft of the
elastic spring which had hitherto guided
its motions, now preyed upon itself, and
was fast sinking into imbecility. In this
state, he unfortunately turned his ecyes
upon the young Augustus, and consider-
ing himself as childless, he resolved to
ingratiate himself in his favour, take an

D3
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interest in every thing that concerned
him, and finally to adopt him as his fu-
ture heir.
~ Lord Ashdale at first gave into this
whim, considering it as a means whereby
his uncle might be weaned from the me-
lancholy which so grievously oppressed
him. But as Augustus approached to-
wards manhood, fearing his ingenuous
mind might be biassed by the pernicious
counsels which Lord Falknor was still
eager to instil into the mind of his
adopted heir, Lord Ashdale preferred
«quitting town altogether, and residing
for a stated period at Ashdale Park ;
hoping by this means to wean the attach-
ment which his uncle had so suddenly
conceived - for his son: by no means
wishing Augustus to purchase his uncle’s
favours, by the forfeiture of his integrity.
This step was not at all congenial with
the plans, and future prospects of Lord
Falknor. To exist without some scheme
in agitation, was “for him impossible ;
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and to find his favours slighted, and him-
self deserted, was a source of great mor-
tification. 'To conceal the anger he felt
at this procedure, was not in his nature ;
much altercation therefore ensued upen
the subject, which however made but
little impression upon Lord Ashdale, who,
having previously settled his mode. of
procedure, adhered to it accordingly.

Freed from the trammels which en-
thralled him, Augustus, light as air,
bounded through the embowering shades
of Ashdale; inhaling, like the roving
bee, perfumes from every flower. Here
he matured in manly grace, and every
blooming virtue, till love, all-powerful
love, jealous of the serenity he enjoyed,
lanced one of his sharpest arrows to de-
stroy the envied felicity, and which hit-
ting the destined mark, had rendered his
victim a prey to grief, care, and black
corroding melancholy.

After the so sudden disappearance of
Mrs. Addison, and. his idolized Medora,
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a material change became visible in the
appearance of Augustus. The rose of
health which used to expand in his
cheek, now scarcely put forth a single
petal to mark its former situation. The
sparkling lustre of his piercing eygs, was
now usurped by a heavy dulness; and a
faint and forced smile was all that re-
mained to enliven his heretofore cheerful
and animated countenance.

' An alteration so striking in their be-
loved son, passed not unheeded by Lord
and Lady Ashdale. They both quickly
observed it, and in ob.erving, could not
‘fail .to regret the cause. 'lhat the im-
‘pression which he had received trom the
charms of Medora was greater than he
had supposed, Lord Acshlaie could no
longer doubt; but he flartered himself
'that, at the age of Anuustus, wuch an
impression would onls be u transient one,
‘which time, and the absence of jts fa-
voured object, could not fail to eradicate.
‘But in this point he deceived himself;
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for, absence like the wind, which ex-
tinguishes a spark, whilst it causes a
settled flame to burn the brighter, in-
stead of diminishing the fire which
burned in the bosom of Augustus, only
added to its brilliancy ; and his agitated
parents hoped in vain.
Month after month elapsed, and no-
- thing material took place in the conduct
or appearance of Augustus, except that
whjs health declined, and he appeared
daily to sink under some shock which he
had sustained. Still he complained not.
To endure, and to suffer in silence was
his firm resolve; and if any one hinted
their tears on his account, he strenuously
affirmed that he was never petter; which
assertion perhaps a short-lived cxertion
on his part ‘would warrant; but unable
to support the fictitious gaiety he hLad
assumed, he quickly drooped, and re-
signing the borrowed wmask, returned
again to iis former melancholy.
That a degrec of mystery was attached
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to the departure of Mrs. Addison, the
more Augustus reflected, the more firmly
he was convinced. But too much a man of
delicacy to attempt satisfying his curiosity
at the expense of what she evidently wish-
ed concealed, he forbore tampering with
either of the Johnstons, who might, he
imagined, have been wrought upon to be-
tray the secret; but to enable himself to
refrain from making inquiry as to her pre-
sent residence, no small degree of vio-
lence to his feelings became necessary;
feelings which every moment prompted
him to rebel against his conviction of what
was right: but, although victcrious in this
instance, he could not compel himself to
refrain from frequently visiting the hall,
which he regarded as the grave of his de-
parted happiness. To wander round its
enchanting environs, when the pate moon
shed her cvening ray, and muse upon his
lovely lost Medora ; or to visit the spot,
consecrated to him by the remembrance
of having rescued his beloved from im-
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minent danger, and perhaps from death;
constituted his only enjoyment. Here
he again beheld—in idea—the lovely
girl, her tresses given to the winds,
screaming for help; help, which her
guardian genius enabled %im to afford
her. Again did he behold her repose in
his arms, her lovely cheek blanched by
the pallid hue of terror; and again did
his heart beat tumultuously.at the re-
membrance of the soft sigh, which, with
returning life, wafted her breath, sweet
as opening roses, in his face! Alas, Au-
gustus! IIl fated youth! Reveries like
these, will but add fuel to the flame al-
ready consuming thee, and drive thee
headlong: towards the yawning gulph of
despair!

Lady Ashdale could not long remain
indifferent to the declining state of her
son; and with -all a mother’s fears, a
mother’s apprehensions, she expressed
her solicitude on the subject. In vain
did he assure his. doating parents that he



64 THE ADVERTISEMENT j OR,

was in perfect health, whilst the altera-
tion, so visible in him for the worse,
daily contradicted the assertion; in vain
did they pester him with inquiries rela-
tive to the symptoms of his disease—
Augustus had nothing to reveal; and
his half distracted mother fancied she
saw the first hope of her maternal heart,
" fast sinking into a premature grave! .
Morton, who had sunk the unremitting
assiduities  of the tutor, in the kind
offices of the friend, had not failed to
observe the first dereliction of his ci-de-
vant pupil, in favour of female beauty;
and fearing that he might be drawn on
to act incompatibly with his rank and
future consequence in life, hesitated not
a moment to acquaint his patron with his
suspicions. Hence arose the precautions
which Lord Ashdale thought Jimsclf
Justified in taking ; and hence also the
origin of our heroine’s trip to Bath,
It was with infinite éoncern, that the
exccllent Morton continued to observe
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the seeds of a passion which he had first-
‘seen deposited in the bosom of his pupil,
blossom, then expand to maturity. And
with equal regret, did he reflect that all
his endeavours to save him from the
toils into which he was so precipitately
running, had been hitherto unavailing.
For so rapid had been the growth of'this
pernicious passion, and so firmly had it
taken root in the bosom.of its victim,
that Morton feared it could be extirpated
but with life. Again, therefore, did this
indefatigable friend seek Lord Ashdale,
in order to express his concern, his doubts,
and his apprehensions, respecting the pre-
sent state of Augustus; when his lord-
ship, his suspicions again awakened, saw
a tenfold reason to be alarmed at the
perilous situation of his son. And now,
his nerves shook almost to imbecility, by
a foreboding of some dire calamity which
might befal this object of his affections,
he eagerly demanded of Morton, the
course he would advise him to pursue.
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This was a point to which the worthy
Morton had long wished to bring Lord
Ashdale ; being fully convinced that no-
thing but the removal of Augustus could

be of essential service ; for whilst he con-

tinued to nourish the passion which con-
samod him, by the daily contemplation
of the scenes which gave it birth, it was
not likely to be extinguished.  His
advice, therefore, was strenuously in
favour of a removal from these enticing
shades, calculated only to increase his
disease, to a more lively scene, where he
might hourly have an opportunity of con-
templating others, superior in beauty,
perhaps, to the little Siren who had so
fatally enthralled him—adding, ¢ that
he hoped absence fiom every thing that
tended to remind him of this enchantress,
as well as from herself, would} as had
been experienced in many instances,
have the desired effect.”

To this advice Lord Ashdale lent a
ready ear; and, as the drowning wretch
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eatches at the floating feather, so willing
was he to catch at any thing that might
save his Augustus from impending ruin.
Thanking Morton, therefore, for the
interest which he took in the welfare of
his son, and promising to be guided by
his advice, he retired in search of Lady
Ashdale, in order to hold a consultation
on the subject of a removal.

Her ladyship, equally alarmed respect-
ing the state in which she beheld her
darling Augustus, although ignorant of
the suspicions which agitated the bosom
of her lord, who in compassion to her
maternal feelings had forborne to woufd
them by a communication, eagerly em-
braced the proposal of quitting A:hdale,
and begged his lordship would imme-
diately set out for town, in order to con-
sult their family physician, as to the spot
he would recommend as the most ad-
visable residence for their declining in-
valid.
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CHAPTER VI,

Stery winter, awed by the hasty ap-
proaches of spring, had gathered up his
clouds, and was fast retreating with the
burden to his frozen regions in the north,
when Mrs. Addison, tired of the repeti-
tions she every day experienced in the
vortex of gaiety, where she had spent
the last few months of her life, began to
sigh for the liberty and tranquillity she
had formerly enjoyed at D . Again
she longed to roam the enamelled meads,
rich in the luxuriant beauties of the
coming season. Again she wished to
breathe the fragrant health-inspiring air,
and ruminate, amidst its tranquil shades,
on him who held pre-eminence in her
thoughts. For, although so unaccount-
ably divided by Fatc’s ruthless hand, and
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so long a period had gone by since,
happy in their reciprocal affections, they
had promised to exist but for each other,
she yet still clung to the fond hope of
being again united to the man she ido-
lized, and of presenting to her darling
child—a father!

Lost in these seducing reveries, she
continued to meditate, till the postman’s
rap, a sound replete with joyful anticipa-
tion to those expecting intelligence from
absent friends, announced letters for
some of the party. Quick, as if borne
on the expanded wings of a zephyr,
Lliza flew to receive the welcome packet;;
and the sight of her father’s well-known
signature afforded her the most heartfelt
gratification, although the coveted epistle
was addressed to another.”

In this letter, which Mr. Johnston had
preferred addressing to Mrs. Addison
rather than to his daughter, as he chose
to be more explicit upon some subjects



70 THE ADVERTISEMENT ; OR,

than he would have been with the young
people, he detailed at length the declin-
ing state of the young viscount, with his
own suspicions as to the cause ; and con-
cluded by saying, that the family had
already taken their departure from the
park, and from the arrangements which
had been concluded with him, he was
led to imagine that they did not mean
speedily to return.

This intelligence, although but par-
tially communicated by Mrs. Addison,
crecated a variety of sensations in the
bosoms of her auditors. Regret reigned
prcdominant in that of Eliza; for, in
losing the fascinating Augustus, her dear
native village would be bereft of half its
charms, although his eyes were certainly
not so handsome as those of William Bar-
nard. Something more than regret took
possession of Medora ; and, whilst a pang
of bitter disappointment shot across her
bosom at the communication, she almost
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involuntarily exclaimed, ¢ Augustus
gone! then what will D be to us
when we return ?”’

<« Every thing you wish, I hope, my
love ;> returned her mother emphatic-
ally ; which recalled the startled girl to
her recollection, while she made an ef-
fort to constrain herself; but the blanched
cheek and quivering lip betrayed the
agitation under which she laboured.
This was not unobscrved l;y Mrs. Addi-
son, who, whilst applauding the endea-
vour, kindly assisted the distressed girl to
combat the disagreeable impression she
had received, by hastily exclaiming, < I
fear, my dear, you forget your engage-
ment to inspect the collection of Italian
vases ; and as the morning is so lovely, I
would advise you to take the advantage
of'it, and call upon your friends directly.”

Left to herself, Mrs. Addison had full
scope for her reflections, which were of
a twofold tendency. First, it afforded
her satisfaction to learn that she could
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now return to that harbour of peace open
to receive her, the mansion of her friends,
without incurring the hateful implication
of inveigling in her toils the youthful
heir of Ashdale.  Secondly, her grief at
the alarming state of this heir, and her
horror -as to what might be its termina-
tion, so overpowered her feelings, that
she wept for him with all the pity and
affection of a parent. < Dear Augus-
tus!” she exclaimed,—¢ ill-fated youth,
to meet such retribution for an act of
generosity and humanity! Would that it
were in my power to assuage thy suffer-
ings; ‘but, as it is, I am cruelly con.
strained to be the first to wound thee ;
and all ‘that remains for me is to pray
that timé, by alleviating thy miseries,
may restore thce to health, and banish
from thy memory friends, who, if it had
been permitted them, would have esteem-
ed, valued, and ardently loved thee!”
Mrs. Addison had scarcely recovered
from the shock occasioned by the poig-
8
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nancy of her feelings, ere her daughter
returned. Medora gazed earnestly upon
the countenance of her beloved parent,
where she fancied she could discern the
traces of recent tears, and her own lovely
face became instantly shaded by the veil
of anxiety; when Eliza, whose volatile
spirits seldom suffered a depression for
any length of time, by giving an animated
account of her morning’s occupation, en-
gaged their attention, and quickly re-
stored their banished serenity.

Mrs. Addison now n seriously to
reflect upon the propniety of leaving
Bath, and returning immediately to D—. .
The ostensible cause for her having
quitted it was removed, in the removal
of the Ashdale family; no bar therefore
now remained to impede her return,
One ¢ Winter in Bath,”” bad been suffi-
cient for her; she had heard, although
she -had not always seen, enough- of its
amusements, its etiquette, and its cus-

voL. m, E
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toms to be fully satisfied; and she felt
certain that, though it possessed strong
allurements for the youthful mind, the
young friends would feel- no more. re-
gret in quitting it than herself, when
put in competition with the delight of re-
turning to their own home :—and she
determined to propose it accordingly.
Mrs. Sherwel, who, they had been
given to understand, would join her
daughter’s party, had been for some time
arrived ; and was now dashing with avie
dity through the whole routine of plea-
sure, ever open to receive the dissipated
and the gay. This was a woman, whose
manners and habits of life, could never
be congenial to those of Mrs. Addison ;
yet, as she was known to Miss Dalton,
and others of the ‘party with whom she
had associated since her residence in
Bath, she had becn led on alm3st insen-
sibly to mingle with her in the few places
of public resort, which she had becm
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tempted to enter’: this, with a morning
call occasionally, was all that had hither-
to passed betwcen them.

To be an inhabitant of so splendid a
city, and not render herself conspicuous
in the annals of fashion, was not to be en-
dured: and Mrs. Sherwel’s balls, and
Mrs. Sherwel’s roufs, were considered
as the very acme of taste and elegance 3
whilst she herself imagined she had done
nothing, where so much remained to be
dome, in order to excite the wonder and
astonishment of the public. She there-
fore now determined, as the season was
tolerably advanced, and the place abound-
ing with company, to once more open
her dowrs to her fiiends, outdo all which
she kad hitherto done, and surprise the
world by the fertility of her fancy.

The entertainment which she now
meditated as a cowup-de-grdce, was de-
signed to consist of a variety of amuse-
ments, in which herself and daughter
were constituted to bear their several

E2
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parts. One room she had ordered to be
tastefully decorated for dancing : at the
upper end of which, was constructed a
lovely bower, formed of evergreens, en-
livened with artificial lowers, and deno-
mmated by elegant scrolls, entwined
amid the blushing foliage, ¢ Ekzabeth’s
Bower.” In this delicious retreat it was
intended that Miss Sherwel should take
her station; and from which she was
to emerge, in order to open the ball with
one, of the many, sighing swains, who
would be desirous of leading her forth
on such an occasion. Another apart-
ment was designed for music, in which
the graceful harp stood conspicuous to
aid Elizabeth in the exhibition of her
elegant figure; whilst a third was fur-
nished with card-tables, for the amuse-
ment of the more sedate; and the lower
part of the house was plenteouslystored
with every delicate refreshment.

Her arrangements at length completed
‘entirely to her own satisfaction, cards
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were issued accordingly, and ¢ Mrs.
Sherwel at Home,” decorated many a
Bath drawing-room. A card of course
found its way to Mrs. Addison, includ-
ing the whole of the party in the super-
scription, who felt very little inclination
to accept the invitation; but as no an-
swer was required, she did not make it
a subject of debate for the present, think-
ing it time enough to determine within a
day or two of the time specified.
Nothing was now talked of in the
upper circles but the splendid prepara-
tions going forward for Mrs. Sherwel’s
approaching entertainment; and each
was eager to procure for themselves cards
of invitation. Amongst the most eager
were Medora and Eliza, who, fearful
they should not be able to prevail on
Mrs. Addison to enter into so large an
assembly, enlisted Miss Dalton as an
auxiliary on their side, begging her to
usc all her influence in their favour.
Ever ready to oblige, this lady very wil-
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lingly undertook the task of persuasion,
at the same time begging they might
make one party; and so far did she suc-
ceed in her arguments, that Mrs. Addi-
son was at length induced to promise
compliance with her intreaties to accom-
pany her.

Time, in his unaltcred progress, soon
brought forward the desired evening;
when every-body—or to use a more fa-
shionable phrase—all the world would
be gratified. Mrs. Addison, from her
extreme dislike to mixing in large par-
ties, had ordercd their chairs very early,
and when they arrived found themselves
almost the first in the room. Mis. Sher-
wel, and her daughter, who had not yet
taken her station in the  bower,” eagerly
came forward to receive them, as they
wished to communicate a plan yhich
Mrs. Sherwel had conceived of a Polish
dance, before the rest of the company
assembled. In this dance, as both the
young ladies waltzed delightfully, Mrs.
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Sherwel wished them to exhibit, believ-
ing that by adding two such lovely girls
to those she had selected, her dance
would go off with the greater eclat; as.
suring them therefore that the figure was
very casy, entirely her own fancying, and
would be acquired by them in a few
seconds, she procceded to detail the evo-
Iutions. ¢ You will appear to such su-
perior advantage, my loves,” added she,
« particularly Miss Addison, whose
sylph-like person will so superlatively
correspond with the figure of the dance
I am sure you will both be immeasur-
ably delighted | * ‘
Medora, scareely knowing how to an-
swer this complimentary speech, directed
her eyes towards her mother; when Mrs,
Addison, seeing the earnestness of the
appeal, and believing that nothing im-
proper could take place beneath a re-
spectable roof, was too polite to give a
negative to the request; and she there-
fore desired that Medora would do her
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best to comply with the desire of her
friends.

Eliza, who, during this dialogue had
stood brimful of curiosity and expecta-
tion, pressed the arm of her friend in
triumph, whilst her eyes danced, and her
face flushed with pleasure at being per-
mitted to make one of the gay party in
the frolic scene; whilst Medora’s arch
smile, and expressive look, were not lost
upon her mother and Miss Dalton.

£ What scheme can this good lady
have now in agitation,” whispered Miss
Dalton to her friend, “ I hope nothing
that will render her ridiculous. But her
wild ungovernable fancy, or, as she terms
it, genius, frequently, like a turbid cata-
ract, which sends forth only an ebullition
of froth to bespatter its beholders, pro-
duces nothing but vagaries, in which
many of the actors are covered with con-
fusion. But this I hope will not now be
the case; as the young people selected
to perform, can have no other motive
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than to oblige, and must therefore escape
all censure.

This observation in some measure
tended to comsole Mrs. Addison, who
was beginning to repent her too easy
compliance with the scheme in question';
when the reverberation of the knocker,
which now resounded through the house
with great rapidity, announced an influx
of' company. Willing to procure seats
they immediately took possession of those
at the lower end of the room, and Eliza-
heth retired to her bower.

ES3
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CHAPTER VII.

Tue party had not long occupied their
chosen seats, ere they recognised in the
crowd of company just entered Miss
Lawford and her constant attendant
Moucil; who, as usual, seemed recon-
noifering the company, in order to in-
dulge his ill-natured criticisms.  In their
promenade up and down the room this
delectable couple encountered Mrs. Mac-
gormin, whom Moncil always considered
as fuir gamc for his satirical remarks ; and
surveying her from head to foot through
his levelled glass, he conveyed his gig-
gling remarks into the ear of his atten-
tive companion. Mrs, Macgormin, whose
costume ncever failed to afford a subject
of conversation for the gossiping Mon-
cil, was this evening splendidly attired
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in a silver gauze; and in open defiance
of his former sarcastic assertions respect-
ing her short petticoats, they to-night
very decently concealed her ankles. Dis-
appointed in his general theme of spiteful
animadversion, he was now as eager to
detail what he called the wonder of the
cvening ; namely, that Mrs. Macgormin,
for once, sported long petticoats.

At length, making the circuit of the
room, Miss Lawford beheld Miss Dalton
and her party; and as youth and beauty
possessed attractions for Moncil in com-
mon with others, he was not long in mak-
ing his way up to them. Scarcely had
an exchange of compliments passed be-
tween the ladics, ere three or four fa-
shionable young men, envious of Moncil’s
good fortune, in being upon terms of
apparent intimacy with two such elegant
looking girls as Medora and her friend,
joined them.

« Ha! my fine fellow,” cxclaimed a
young Irish captain, shaking Moncil by
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the hand, ¢ you are always in luck, faith,
I should like to be after knowing what
divinities you have got there now?”

«“ Oh! goddesses too high for your
contemplation, my friend,” replied Mon-
cil, < but if you are seeking for divinities,
why not turn your eyes to the enchanting
bower, yonder ?*’

““ What, to the lonely turtle, cooing in
her nest?”” replied he, ¢ no, no, I leave
that for my friend, Sir Philip, here,”
turning to one of his companions, ¢ he
has got a kind compassionate heart of
his own, which is always leading him to
pity and assist distressed damsels.”

¢ Speak for yourself, my good friend,”
returned Sir Phillip, ¢« and don’t over-
rate my good qualities ; for I protest the
dove must continue to nestle in her
splendid foliage for me.”

“ Well then, Evelyn, do you volunteer
in her service,” continued the lively
Macready, addressing himself to another

of the group.
7
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¢« Excuse me, my good sir,”” replied
Evelyn, ¢ the soft enchantress is vastly
above my pretensions, plebeian as I am ;
nothing less than a title or a commission
can hope to succeed; so, gentlemen, I
leave it to you to dispute the honour.”

¢ Och! you couple of spalpeens,”
vociferated Macready, ¢ by the bright
eyes of my grandmother, but she shall
not be left sighing there any longer; for
if Moncil won’t have the charity to in-
troduce me to one of his divinities, I
can’t have the heart to lave the dear
cratur alone, now, can I?”

« Off, my good fellow, off!” cned
Moncil, laughing at his rhapsody, ¢ for
it is certain you will not succeed herej;.
and [ advise you to be expeditious, or
the prize may be carried betore you
arrive.”

A staunch votary of fun-and frolic,
Macready cared not what lengths he
went to gratify his favourite propensities,:
provided that by indulging them he
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created pain to no one; for his heart
was too generous and compassionate to
wound the sensibility of 2 human being.
Very early in life he had éntered the
army under the auspices of some vete-
ran officers, and from the goodness of
his disposition, and mnatural gaieté-de-
ceceur, had become the pet of the whole
regiment. His lively sallies, which he
ever had in readiness, were sure to create
a laugh, the monkey-tricks with which
he abounded, were certain to be ap-
plauded, and his sprightly and handsome
exterior was a letter of recommendation
to all.

A young man of the above description,
could not fail to prove a pleasing acqui-
sition to the circle which surrounded the
bower, and which was certainly not an
cxtensive one; for Mrs. Sherwel eught
to have remembered that it was rather
too late in the day, for her daughter to
act the Paphian Queen; the Loves flew
affrighted from the impostor, and Hy-
) '8
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men endeavoured in vain to illuminate
his torch, at her once brilliant eyes.

Macready was most graciously received
by Elizabeth; and as the festivities of
the night only awaited her being led
forth as the mistress of the revels, she,
with her elegant partner. immediately
commenced the dance.

Moncil of course had engaged himself
to Miss Lawford, and afterthe departure
of the volatile Macready, Sir Philip Mor-
daunt, and his friend Evelyn, made suffi-
cient interest with Moncil to get them-
sclves introduced to the two voung
friends, whom they led off in triumph,
to take their stations in the animated
set.

Miss Dalton now seldom danced. Al-
though not arrived at an age which
could with propricty be called old, yet
she no longer possessed the airy sylph-
like figure, so necessary to give grace in
this attractive amusement; and wisely
considering, that a woman after thirty,
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loses so much by comparison with one of
eighteen in this cxercise, she generally
declined the competition : and this even-
ing, she had engaged to devote herself
to Mrs. Addison.

The dance, once commenced, went
merrily on, every one appearing in high
spirits ; and Miss Sherwel, who was quite
in alto with her lively 'partner, exerted
herself to the utmost; and had those who
beheld her some ¢ Twenty Years Ago”
figuring away as the distinguished pupil
of D’Egville, seen her now, they might,
from the precision of her steps, have re-
cognised the elegant dancer; but alas!
Time had marked her with his iron hand,
and the loveliness of youth, so necessary
a concomitant with the graces of a dan-
cer, was fled—and Elizabeth now danced
in vain. -

As variety is allowed to give a zest to
every pleasure, Mrs. Sherwel determined
that the whimsical goddess should pre-
side in her mansion for the night. As
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soon therefore as the two preceding
dances were finished, the company were
summoned to the concert-room. Here an
excellent band awaited their entrance to
perform some select pieces, after which,
many individuals of the party were en-
treated to contribute, Miss Sherwel her-
selt’ setting the example, by executing a
sonata on the harp. This musical treat
was a source of great pleasure to Mrs,
Addison, whose soul was music’s self,
and who in her turn, when solicited,
could not refuse to accompany her
daughter in a duet; which, from their
superior taste, and style of execution,
electrified their hearers. Medosa was
afterwards intreated to favour the com-
pany with a song; unwilling to refuse,
though scarcely able to comply, being
unaccustomed to sing before so large an
assembly ; she however made choice of a
simple ballad, and again thrilled the hearts
of her auditors by the sweetness and
pathos of her execution. Sir Philip Mor-
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daunt, who was one of Apollo’s most ar-
dent votaries, hung over the sweet songs-
tress, enamoured of her tones ; the dulcet
sounds had struck to his heart; they
lingered in his ears, and rendcred her
doubly alluring to his senses; and it was
with the greatest regret that he relin-
quished her hand to the gay Macready,
who had won upon Moncil to introduce
him to Mcdora for the two next dances.
With Medora’s song concluded the
concert, as no lady had the temerity
either to sing or play after two such ex-
quisite performers; and Mrs. Sherwel
was also too great a Machiavel to permit
the agreeable impression to remain too
long upon the minds of her guests; she
therefore immediately ordered the musi-
cians back into the ball-room, from
whence a sprightly tune soon callgd them
to resume their joyous amusement.
Dancing again concluded, the active
hostess led the way to the supper-rooms
below. Here, every luxurious delicacy,
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either in or out of season, which could
provoke, or gratify the appetite, was
spread upon the hospitable board ; whilst
the goddess of mirth, joy, and hilarity
presided over the festive scene.

The company had been given to un-
derstand, that an entertainment of a per-
fectly nouvelle nature awaited them, after
supper, in the ball-room ; and which was
cxpected to finish the festivities of the
night with great eclat. Eagerly therc-
fore did the whole party now crowd to
the destined spot, in order to witness, or
to take a part in this fresh scene of
gaiety. Here, they had not waited long,
before Mrs. Sherwel entered, followed by
several servants, each bearing a tray of
clegant lighted bougies, which they
placed upon a marble slab and withdrew.
Those not in the secret, now whisperingly
conveyed their wonder to each other, as
to what could be going forward ; whilst
the initiated were some of them prepar-
ing to act their parts with fear and trem.
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bling ; whilst others exulted in the com-
ing frolic. But little time was suffered
to elapse, ere the musicians were again
ordered to their posts, and the signal
passing from Mrs, Sherwel to her daugh-
ter, she begged a gentleman to order
aloud the < New Polish Dance!”’
Instantly about twenty select ladies
were led from their seats by as many
chosen gentlemen (who had been allow-
ed to make choice of their own partners)
and conducted to the marble slab, from
whence each gentleman took a couple of
these bougies, and presented to his part-
ner one for cach hand, then supporting
her by passing one arm round her waist,
théy moved off to a waltz tune, following
each other in succession round the room.
« Well, I declare’ it is vastly pretty,”
said a lady to Mrs. Sherwel, who stood
anxiously watching this whim of her own
brain; < and then the lighted tapers
make the ladies’ dresses look so bril-
liant,” she continued. '
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¢ To be sure they do,” returned Mus.
Sherwel ; ¢ but this is nothing to what
you will see, my dear Madam, when
they waltz the figure down stairs and up
again.”

“ Down stairs and up again! did you
say, my dear Madam " questioned she
with astonishment ; ¢ you don’t mean to
say that the ladies will literally dance
down stairs and up again, in that atti-
tude?” .

¢ Oh, indeed, but I do; it is perfectly
easy, as you will see, presently. Dear!
what a delightful contour was that !”’ she
rapturously exclaimed, as the party now
wheeled round the room; ¢ excuse me,
dear Madam, I must positively attend to
the movements of the dance ;”” and off
she flew to the other side in an instant.

The evolutions round the room had
been properly gone through, and Mrs.
Sherwel in extasies repeated her direc-
tions for their movements down stairs,
when some of the ladies evinced a little
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timidity upon the occasion; but, reas-
sured by their partners, who promised
them sufficient support, and who liked
the fun too well to suffer them to give in
before it was finished, they again moved
forward. All went well, and Mrs. Sher-
wel was in raptures with her happy con-
ceit, till Miss Lawford, supported by
Moncil, had reached about half-way
down the staircase ; here she unfortu-
natcly made a prematurc caper, quite
out of tune, down the next step, before
the lady who preceded her had cleared
it, and, stamping upon her dress, pre-
vented her from getting forward, whilst
her partner, by this, in losing his equili-
brium, lost the power to support her, and
she ftll flat on her face.  Miss Lawford,
in her turn, being pressed upon by those
behind her, unluckily fell sprawling over
the prostrate Mrs. Macgormin} for it
was her unfortunate long petticoats, and
Miss Lawtord’s want of ear, that had
occasioned all the mischief. In a mo-
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ment the silver gauze was in a blaze, and
the terrifying shrick of fire resounded
through thc apartments. All was now
horror, tumult, and confusion ; and how
poor Mrs. Macgormin might have suf-
fered from such an accident it is impos-
sible to say, had not Maeready, who
climbed like a cat, in a second ascended
the bannisters, and snatching her up in
his arms, there pressed her tight till he
had extinguished the flames ; vowing,
that “ to his way of thinking, the lady
had better be hugged to death, than lose
her life in a blage”

Thus finished, almost tragically, this
splendid evening 5 and it long remained
a doubt in the mind of Moncil, whether
it had not becn better for poor Mrs.
Macgormin still - to have sported her
short petticoats.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THe unfortunate termination of the
«« New Polish Dance’” proved a theme for
conversation the next and several days
afterwards. Many averred that it was
occasioned by Miss Lawford’s aukward-
ness ; many, that poor Mrs. Macgormin’s
shortness of gfature had prevented her
from getting forward in time, whilst
others united in ridiculing the whole as
an absurd and wild vagary of Mrs. Sher-
wel’s, to lead people into danger: at the
same time thanking their stars that they
had nothing to do with it. Mrs. Addi-
son felt as if she also would have been
glad to have said the same thin® in re-
gard to Medora, although, thanks to Sir
Philip Mordaunt, who had borne her
with rapidity through the crowd, she had
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escaped unhurt. But the horror of the
moment till she beheld her in safety, had
almost been too much for the parent;
and bitterly did she repent yielding her
too easy acquiescence to so extravagant
a plan.

It was late ere the revels of the pre-
ceding evening had concluded, conse-
quently our young friends were rather
tardy in throwing off the fetters of Mor-
pheus the next morning; and they
had scarcely made their appecarance in
the breakfast room, when Miss Dalton
was announced, who came, by appoint.
ment, to accompany them to the Pump-
room. '

On entering they observed the room
unusually full of company; a continual
buzz seemed to prevail from one end to
the other; and as they walked up and
down, their ears were saluted with the
following disjointed sentences:—

< Have you heard of the dreadful con-
flagration of last night

VOL, III F
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"¢ Oh, I was a spectator of the scene.””
« Dear, how melancholy '—wasn’t it
terrible?—and poor Mrs. Macgormin: is
most shockingly scorched, I understand
—but it was all her own fault.””

" «¢ Her fault! oh, no, poor thing, every
one knows whose fault it was, and many
believe it was maliciously done—but I
say nothing.”

These, with a thousand other surmises,
all equally vague and absurd, were ban-
died about the room, whilst Miss Dalton
and the two young friends, tired of the
repetition, took a seat with the intention
of attending to a piece of music which
the band was then preparing to com-
mence.

The weather being rather cold, the
three ladies had stationed themselves
near one of the fires, where thexhad not
sat long, before they perceived them-
selves the principal objects of attention
to an elderly gentleman placed on the
seat immediately opposite. His eves,
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which were particularly keen and pierc-
ing, seemed almost to possess the power
of the basilisk ; and the party felt inclin-
ed to shrink beneath the fascination of
their vivid glances. The person of this
stranger, which was tall and well-formed,
appeared enfeebled more by sickness
than by age, and his features bore the
remains of Nature’s best stamp; but,
there was a quickness in the expression
of his eyes, and an agitation in his man-
ner, which, scarcely permitting him to
sit still, denoted a mind ill at ease; and
he in his turn became an object of atten-
tion to those he had been so deeply scru-
tinizing.

The piece now began; and Medora,
for whom music always possessed pecu-
liar charms, gave her undivided atten-
tion to the orchestra ; and for a time her
opposite neighbour was forgotten. Not
so he, who, on his part, only found a
fairer opportunity of continuing his ob-
servations. '

F -
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The piece was just concluding, when
they beheld Sir Philip Mordaunt Evelyn
and Macready approaching. These gen-
tlemen had been to pay their morning
compliments to the trio, "but not finding
them at home, had followed their steps
to the Pump-room, whither they had been
directed by Mrs. Addison. They now
took their seats by the ladies, and chatted
away with great volubility on the occur-
rences of the preceding evening, when
Medora again returned her acknowledg-
ments to Sir Philip, for his assiduous at-
tention in rescuing her from the disagree-
able effects she might otherwise have
cxperienced in the crowd.

¢« Och! my dear madam, don’t be
after wasting your precious breath upon
the fellow for that,” exclaimed Macready,
¢« he only performed his duty.’®

¢ You, Captain Macready,” said Miss

Dalton, ¢ ought to have the thanks of

the ladies voted you in a body, for the

services you rendered them ; had it not
6
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been for your extraordinary and prompt
exertions in their favour, the conse-
quences might have been alarming.”

¢ Oh! nothing at all, atall”’ shouted
the animated Macready, ¢ who is there
amongst us that would not go through
fire, water, smoke, and all the combusti- ’
ble elements put together in the sarvice
of the dear craturs

During this short dialogue, the eyes of
the stranger had never been removed
from the party, and so exclusively did he
bestow his attention upon them, that in
the opinion of the quick-sighted Mac-
ready, it amounted to rudeness, and he
whisperingly exclaimed—¢¢ By the bright
eyes of my grandmother, but one of you
ladies must certainly have captivated
the old hero opposite. By the mass if
he was to regard any one that I had a,
penchant for, but half so lovingly, I
should be tempted to run the old buck
through the body, by way of example
to the rest of his fraternity.”
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s¢ Fie ! Captain Macready,” said Eliga,
¢ how can you talk so extravagantly, the
gentleman is at liberty to look where he
pleases.”

Just at this instant a large stick, on

which the stranger had been leaning,
slipped from beneath his hands, and fell
at Medora’s feet, when she, quick as
lightning, picked it up, and, with a look
of benevolent sweetness, presented it to
its owner.
. ¢ Thank you, my lovely girl,” he ex-
claimed, ¢ it gives me pleasure to find,
that the heart which prompts you to af-
ford assistance to an enfeebled old man,
corresponds with that lovely counte-
nance.’’

" The party now rose, and Medora,
blushing at the compliment she had just
received, curtesied and proceeded torjoin
them ; Wwhen she did not escape the rail-
lery of Macready upon the importance of
her conquest.

¢ The conduct of the gentleman cer-
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tainly appears rather particular,” said
Miss Dalton, ¢ but one is in the habit of
seeing so many eccentric characters in a
place like this, that it ceases to be any
thing extraordinary.”

‘Upon their arrival at home, they dxd
not fail to detail the circumstance of the
gentleman’s singular behaviour to Mrs.
Addison. She was rather startled by this
account, and contrary to their expecta-
tion, she expressed a decided wish to
behold him herself. The next morning
therefore, when the young people were
equipping for their walk, she proposed to
accompany them ; and on entering the
Pump-room, they saw their new acquaint-
ance occupying the same seat near the
fire, which he had done the day before ;
and that it might not have the appear-
ance of exciting his attention by ap-
proaching him abruptly, they continued
to walk for some time up and down the
room.

. At length, observing. the seat opposite
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the being whom Mrs. Addison wished to
contemplate, vacated, she with the young
friends took possession of it, and was not
long in perceiving from the cast of his
countenance the pleasure he experienced
at again beholding them. A bow of re-
cognition immediately passed, which
proved only a prelude to a desultory con-.
versation with Medora, during which he
still continued to regard her with the
greatest degree of interest.

Mrs. Addison, who neither raised her
veil, nor joined in the conversation, had
sufficient opportunity to make her obser-
vations. It was certainly a countenance
she had never seen before, yet it possess-
ed traits that spoke to her very soul;
every feature reminded her of something
once familiar to her heart, and it was with
infinite pleasure she contemplated the
favourable impression which her daugh-
ter appeared to have made upon this in-
teresting stranger.

An acquaintance formed upon so slen-
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der a foundation as an accidental rencon-
tre, is ‘seldom expected to boast much
durability ; this, however, contrary to
the general axiom, proved an exception.
Every time the parties met, their appro--
bation and esteem of each other con-
tinued to increase, and scarcely a day
elapsed without their meeting in some of
the public places of resort. Frequently
did the supporting arm of Medora lend
its aid, to sustain the enfeebled frame of
her friend; and although the intimacy
subsisting between them would have
warranted the inquiry, and the band of
friendship seemed to be daily uniting
them closer, still she knew not his name,
who he was, nor whither he came. He
had, early in their acquaintance, learned
lier appellation, and frequently addressed
her by it, but he never disclosed his own ;
wishing, it might be supposed, rather to
owe the attentions which he experienced
from the lovely girl, to her own goodness
of heart, that could thus induce her to
r3
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be civil to an old man, than to-any ad-
ventitious aids of fortune or of birth,
with which he might be able to interest
her.

Mrs. Addison did not remain ignorant
of the increasing intimacy between
her daughter and this gentleman; and
whilst Medora was secure of her mother’s
sanction, she never questioned the singu-
larity of her thus forming an acquaint-
ance with a perfect stranger. His con-
versation and manners wore so pleasing
an aspect, and she felt such self-satisfac-
tion when enabled to offer him any little
kindness, that an attachment insensibly
sprung up between them, producing on
her side, the satisfaction she would have
experienced, in bestowing her attentions
upon a well-beloved parent.

Things were in this state, when Mrs.
Addison was surprised one morning by
receiving a visit from Mrs. Sherwel,
much earlier than the usual time ap-
pointed for visits of ceremony.- - She

8
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came, she said, on a mendicant errand,
to entreat that she, with the two young
ladi¢s, would join her in a pleasurable
scheme which she had'in agitation for the
ensuing week, and make three in a party
to Bristol and the Hot-wells.

Seeing Mrs. Addison inclined to de-
mur upon the practicability of this
scheme, Mrs. Sherwel alleged that she
could have no serious objection, as the
spring was so far advanced, and the wea-
ther so lovely, adding—< My dear
madam, counsider:how delightful it will
be to spend a day at Clifton, now it is
beginning to be robed in all its beauty ;
and how enchanting to wander beneath
the stupendous rock, which dazzles but
to behold its pinnacle! Besides, to quit
Bath without seeing such a sight, which
I understand you have not yet done,
would be horrid, and I am sure you
would not refuse youy daughter and Miss
Johnston so pure a gratification.”

Borne down by her volubility, Mrs.
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Addison scarccly knew what to answer.
It had always been her wish and inten-
tion to pay a visit to Saint Vincent’s
Rock ere she again returned to D 5
but it would have suited her inclination
much better to have procceded thither
quietly with her own select friends, rather
than with so large a party. DBut as she
conceived herself in som¢ measure in-
debted to Mrs. Sherwel for the handsome
entertainment she had accepted at her
hands, and she was so very pressing in
her intreaties, Mrs. Addison could not
refuse to comply with her request; and
the gratified lady took her leave, promis-
ing to acquaint them early with the ap-
pointed day,
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CHAPTER IX.

Preasure! enchanting goddess! ever on
the wing, ever in pursuit of new delights}
yet, how frequently does it happen, that
you soar too high to obtain the gratifica-
tion you desire, and the chief enjoyment
lies in the anticipation. '

The projected jaunt to the Hot-wells
now occupied every mind, and many of
the party looked forward with impatience
to the day which should accomplish their
desires, by conducting them to the wished-
for spot. Eliza, whose ardent spirits led
her to enjoy every novelty, was delighted
with the project; and Medora, who
loved to contemplate great Nature’s
beauties, felt equally elated with her
friend, at the prospect of viewing differ-
ent scenes ; for—

¢ Presented to her cultur’d eye of taste,
No rock was barren, and no wild was waste.”



110 THE ADVERTISEMENT} OR,

Atlength, a note from the indefatigable
Mrs. Sherwel announced, that all was
arranged, and the party would assemble
at her house on Tuesday morning ; whi-
ther she requested they would repair
early, as she had settled the mode of tra-
velling, she hoped, to the satisfaction of
all parties.

The finger of the dial, placed on Mrs.
Addison’s chimney-piece, scarcely point-
cd to the hour of nine, ere the breakfast
was concluded, and the party on the
wing for Rivers-street, where Mrs, Sher-
wel resided. On their arrival they be-
held several carriages of different de-
scriptions already lining the street, and
.alarge party assembled in the drawing-
room.

¢ I am rejoiced to see you,” exclaimed
Mis. Sherwel, advancing and offering a
hand to each as they entered, ¢ we have
.only waited for the pleasure of your ar-
rival to commence our.equestrian ex-
pedition,”
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“ Who will have the courage to ven-
ture their necks in my tandem, besides
MissSherwel?*’ inquired Macready, “she
does me the honour to place faith in
my skill as a whip; but as there is plenty
of room, I must positively have another
lady.”

¢ Oh dear!” drawled Miss Lawford,
¢ I wouldn’t venture inte a tandem for
worlds—a eurricle,” glancing at Moncil,
« is the only open carriage in which I
dare trust myself.”

¢ By Saint Patrick,” cried Macready,
«“ I won’t stir till I have another dear
crature to grace my vehicle,” advancing
towards Mrs. Addison, and looking full
at Medora, when observing Sir Philip
Mordaunt bending his steps the same
way, he turned to Eliza and exclaimed,
¢« Miss Johnston is not afraid, I think,
to trust herself with such a rattle-brain,
when I assure her that I will conduct
her in perfect safety?”
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¢ Not at all,” replied Eliza, whose
mode of education had too much accus-
tomed her to animals, to have any idle
or fantastic fears; and giving ber hand
to Macready, they, with M:iss Sherwel
tripped down stairs, and seating thems
selves in the carriage, were the first to
lead the way on the road to Bristol.

Macready having set the example, the
rest of the party were not slow to follow
it; and the carriages soon whirled from
the door in the following succession.
Mrs. Sherwel had accommodated Mrs.
Addison and some other ladies in her
own coach, Sir Philip Mordaunt had
begged to drive Medora and Miss Dalton
in his curiicle, and Miss Lawiord with
the ever attentive Moncil brought up
the rear.

The morning was lovely, and if% ex-
hilarating influence was sensibly felt by
the whole party, who in high glee reached
the object of their destination. Alight-
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ing at the Wells, the carriages were ora
dered round to Clifton, there to await
the return of their owners, as the party
intended to take a ramble under the
rock ; and then by climbing its acclivity
obtain a view of the Welsh coast, and
return by the Down.

Having regaled themselves with re-
freshments at the Wells, tasted the wa-
ters, and inscribed their names in the
public book, they proceeded to view the
Rock ; which bursting at once upon the
sight from this spot, awes the beholder
with its sublimity. ‘

For some time the party stood wrapped
in astonishment, at the grandeur of the
scene which presented itself, and gazed
in silent ecstasy upon the prospect be-
fore them. What appeared to have been
in primeval ages an immense mass of
stone, was now cleft asunder to admit
the course of the Avon, who, in'a capa-
cious bed, rolled his blue waves towards
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the sea. On one side, the precipice was
richly clothed with trees, now putting
forth their leaves of various dye, amidst
masses of barren stone; which, peeping
irregularly here and there, formed a
striking contrast to the rich foliage with
which they intermingled. The opposite
cliff presented a perpendicular mass of
naked stone; some parts smooth, and
even polished ; others rugged with every
variety of colouring, and of such tower.
ing height that the eye ached, and the
head became giddy, by beholding its ivy-
crowned summits.

Satisfied at length with gazing on this
superb scene, they proceeded to peram-
bulate the river’s bank, from the wind-
ings of which they were every moment
presented with varied prospects, con-
taining new objects of wonder, ahd new
beauties to-admire : when suddenly their
attention was arrested by the glittering
sparry pieces which, falling from the
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rock, scattered the path before them.
Each had now discovered a new pursuit,
and each alikc desirous to collect the
handsomest specimens, was soou divided
from his companion. In all directions
they were now seen scrambling up and
down the different projections of the
Rock in search of this newly discovered
treasure, except Medora ; who carelessly
wandered along the margin of the river,
contemplating the sublime scene before
her with increased delight.

Sometimes proceeding onwards, at
others taking a retrospecive view of the
beauties she had passed, she was stiuck
on a sudden by the singular appearance
of a man who was following them. He
appeared to be young, and although not
clothed in the garb of a gentleman, still
there was a semblance of cleanliness and
decency. Of his features, she was not
able to form an opinion, as he was yet
too far distant for her to distinguish
them; but his being occupied by a va-
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riety of antics by way of amusement,
such as, jumping, running, flinging
pieces of the rock before him, and then
Jaughing violently at his own extrava-
gance, denoted strong signs of imbecility
of mind, if not derangement; but as
Medora had never been encouraged to
feed her sensibility with imaginary fears
and sickly terrors, she was not alarmed
herself, nor did she create alarm by
pointing him out as an object to be
dreaded by others.
In a short time, the subject of her ob-
servation gained the spot where the rest
-of the party were busily employed in
‘prosecuting their search ; and the stones,
with which he amused himself by flinging
-before him, came rattling with the ra-
“pidity of lightning over their heads.
Startled at such a salutation, they hastily
looked up to see from whence the shower
had proceeded, and beheld the delin-
quent before them. For a moment he
regarded them all stedfastly, then laugh-
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ed, apparently delighted at what he had
done; till suddenly turning his eyes upon
Murs. Sherwel, his laugh ceased, he looked
displeased, made mouths at her, and then
skipped off with velocity. The next mo-
ment he reached Medora, who had pre-
ceded the rest of the parly a few yards,
when he again stopped, and after look-
ing at her very attentively, smiled,
nodded, and smiled again; when seeing
Sir Philip Mordaunt approaching her, he
immediately ran off; and darting into
one of the paths which winds up the ac-
clivity, was out of sight in an instant.

¢« He is certainly a madman!”’ scream.
ed Mrs. Sherwel, < I protest I should be
in fear for my life, but that we are so
well protected,” looking at the gentle-
men.

¢« I. should rather think he is some
poor imbecile creature that is perfectly
harmless,” said Sir Philip, ¢ but as we
are not likely to see any thing more of
him, don’t let his remembrance even
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disturb out present tranquillity.” To
ahis advice, after expressing their sepa-
rate ideas on the subject, every one
thought proper to conform; aund the
madman was forgotten.

The ramble again commenced in all
its freedom. Some indulged in one pur-
suit, some in another. The prospect at
every step continued to delight, the
glittering fragments to attract, and the
opening flowers of spring, in some parts;
where the Rock admitted of vegetation,
to interest ; till some of the party, who
possessed more carnal appetites than
could be satisfied with camelion food,
began to feel an inclination for dinner;
and having a tolerable long walk, before
they could reach Clifton, now made a
motion to begin their arduous ascent up
the Rock.

A narrow green path, shaded on each -
side by the light branches of some stinted
trees, which grew here in spite of the
sterility of the soil, presented itself; and
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which, they were. given to understand
from a passer-by, would conduct them
through a cleft in the Rock up to Durd-
ham Down. This path then, they began
to ascend ; but, from its almost perpen-
dicular height, several of the ladies were
so much fatigued, that, without support
from the gentlemen, they found it impos-
sible to proceed. Medora, who had re-
fused all assistance from Sit Philip Mor-
daunt, conceiving that her mother re-
quired his support more than herself,
mounted with Eliza quite at her ease;
sometimes stopping to gaze on the view
below, which, as they ascended, every
moment borrowed a new aspect, or to
pluck a peeping flower, that shed its
sweets amidst this wild of ruggedness.
Thus occupied they had loitered be-
hind the rest of the party, when Eliza’s
attention was suddenly caught by a beau-
tiful flower, to which she was quite a
stranger ; blossoming on an eminence a
little above them ; and which she pro-
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ceeded to climb, in order to obtain it,
leaving Medora to watch her motions
from below. Eager after the object of
her pursuit, she had just succeeded in
severing it from its parent stem, when,
alarmed by a scream of terror from her
friend, the astonished girl suddenly turn.
ed, and, in turning, beheld Medora in the
arms of the madman!
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CHAPTER X.

Horror-sTRUCK at witnessing her be-
loved friend in so perilous a situation,
the roeks reverberated with the cries ot
Eliza; and she proceeded as fast as her
trembling limbs would permit to her as-
sistance. Several of the party were by
this time out of sight, and almost out of
hearing ; but the quick cars of a parent,
ever alive to the welfare of her child,
distinguished Medora’s scream; and in
an agony of terror, Mrs. Addison rushed
back to discover the cause of it. This
was a signal to others; and, with the
rapidity of lightning, Sir Philip Mor-
daunt, alarmed by the agitation of Mrs.
Addison, retraced his steps, in order to
afford her every assistance; but, ere he

arrived at the spot where Medora was
voL, IIIL G
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struggling in the grasp of the maniac, a
deliverer, swift as the towering eagle,
when he pounees on his prey, had darted
to her rescue. With one arm the in-
trepid stranger whirled the maniac from
his now almost unresisting victim, whilst
with the other he supported the fainting
girl, whom terror, at being so unceremo-
niously seized by so terrific an object, had
deprived of life.

If alarm possessed the power of steep-
ing the senses of Medora in forgetful-
ness, the effect of surprise was almost as
fatal, when, in opening her lovely blue
eyes, she beheld Augustus in ber deli-
verer !——Augustus! whom she so little
expected to see, and whosc surprise al-
most equalled her own, whilst the various
sensations that thrilled through hisbosom,
now shook those nerves to almgst infan-
tine weakness, which but a moment be-
fore were gifted with the strength of
Hercules to combat in her favour.

Thus to behold again, the beloved of
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his soul; to fold her to his heart! and
oh! extatic idea, to have preserved her
from the profane touch of a wretch like
that! were reflections that afforded him
infinite delight; and he regretted, when
the remainder of the party arrived, that
he could no longer indulge them.

Already grateful to Heaven for the
liberation of her daughter, Mys. Addison
felt her debt of gratitude much enlarged
when she discovered who was her pre-
server; and whilst she thought a fatality
guided them thus towards each other,
and she felt that she could have greeted
him with maternal kindness, she recol-
lected the necessity there still existed for
restraint, and commanded herself to thank
Augustus as she would have done any
indifferent person.

Medora, still agitated and trembling,
but whether most from the effects of
alarm or surprise, we must leave, was
scarce able to walk, when Augustus,
with a speaking look of intrcaty, peti-

G 2
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tioned Mrs. Addison for the honour of
assisting her up the hill. This the grate-
ful mother could not refuse, although she
recollected the cutting insinuations of
Lord Ashdale; but this was neither
time nor place to animadvert upon them,
and again they pursued their walk.

As they moved slowly up the hill,
Medora had an opportunity of scrutiniz-
ing the person of Augustus ; and with in-
finite concern she remarked that he was
become much thinner than when she saw
him last. His cheek, then swelling with
health’s roseate bloom, was now sunk and
almost colourless ; whilst the heaviness of
his once brilliant eye proved that all was
not well within; and Medora, as she lean-
ed upon his arm and ‘listened to the plain-
tive tones of his voice, which appeared
alike to have undergone a transfdrmation,
could not help expressing her concern,
her doubts, and her fears, for his safety.

¢ And is Medora thus interested for
me?” he asked, in a voice of delight.
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<« Happy Augustus! what more hast
thou to desire?” when, seeing the quick
blush of sensibility mantling on her cheek
at the ardour of his exclamation, he sud-
denly checked the ebullition of his heart,
and pressing the hand that rested on his
arm, asked if he might inquire where
they had resided since they left D——?
An explanation now ensued, when
Medora learned from Augastus that his
father had insisted upon taking him to
Clifton, on the plea of establishing his
health, although the heart-stricken youth
had warmly protested that he had no
malady for which Clifton could boast a
.remedy. He then added, ¢ that since
his residence here his chief amusement,
when the weather permitted, was to ram-
ble amongst these rocks till he was weary,
and then to retire into some of the cavi-
ties, there unseen, to read or meditate on
scenes gone by; in which employment
he was happily engaged when her cries
for assistance reached his ears, and en-
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abled him to save her, .on whom he
doated, from violence and ipsults”’ |

The walk over the down was a long
one; but neither Augustus nor Medora
wished it shorter. Each seemed to have
much to say, yet nothing particular
transpired from either that could have;
been understood by an indifferent pers
son; so diffident is real affection. Au-
gustus knew that with the termination of
the walk his conversation with Medora
must terminate also; for he could not
intrude himself into her party ; he there-
fore purposely loitered in order to pro-
long the time. which. they beguiled so
sweetly, that, when the parting moment
arrived they found it robbed of halfits
bitterness. .

Augustus, with lns parents, had spent
a considerable. time at Clifton j*where,
from the salubrity of the air, and its
knewn efficacy in diseases where .con-
sumption is to be apprehended, they had
boped a speedy cure for their estimable
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son; but Lord Ashdale, who watched
him with the keen eye of once-awakened
suspicion, was grieved still to remark that
the disease dwelt in the mind; and that
like all maladies which have their seat in
the imagination, the most difficult to
eradicate. Absence, he had flattered
himself, would have effected a cure ; but
here he was disappointed ; for, although
Augustus had not seen the idol of his
soul for many months, yet her image
continued to occupy him as powerfully
as if she were present, and to absorb his
every faculty. A slave to all the doubts,
fears, and nameless anxieties which con.
stantly harass the lover’s breast, he, as is
usual in like cases, neither eat, drank, or
slept. ' His animated and natural flow of
spirits were gone beyond recal; and the
only luxury he was capable of enjoying,
was, to wander forth in quest of some
lone haunt, the seat of melancholy and
meditation, there to ruminate in secret
o’er his woes!
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How fatal might have been the effects
of such unvaried hours of anxiety and
wretchedness upon the debilitated frame
of Augustus, ’tis impossible to say, had
not Medora so unexpectedly made her
appearance, when he had fearfully fore-
boded, he should bebold her no more;
and by so doing, worked a miracle in his
favour.  The blushing timidity with
which she listened to him during their
walk, first introduced hope into his de-
spairing bosom ; this alnfost created him
a new being; and Augustus Falknor,
without venturing to explore the depths
of futurity, enjoyed the present moment
with all the extasy of new found delight,
and pronounced it happy.

The transition was. nearly as great on
the side of Medora. . To have met Au-
gustus again, whom she had regretted
as a friend, or perhaps something more,
for her sensations respecting him were
scarcely definable to herself, in any
shape, would have afforded her infinite
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pleasure; but to meet him again in so
striking a situation, to be a second time
indebted to him for so signal a service,
carried with it that air of romance so
congenial to young minds, which could
not fail to make an indelible impression
upon hers ; an impression which the suc-
ceeding conversation of Augustus and
his insinuating attentions were not likely
to efface; and Medora, like the stricken
deer, bore the barbed arrow in her bo-
som, which was destined to make or mar
her future felicity.

The party again united, a recapitula-
tion of events took place, when a hun-
dred questions were asked in a breath, as
to the hows, whys, and wherefores, re-
specting the disagreeable oecurrence
that had befallen Medora, as none seem-
ed able to comprehend how it could have
happened, after the perpetrator of it had
remained so long invisible.

“Did I not prognosticate that the
horrific creature would be guilty of some

G3
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mischief or other towards us?’ cried
Mrs, Sherwel ; ¢ I saw in a moment, by
the elvish turn of his eye, how much he
was to be dreaded ; and I really would
not have encountered him alone, for the
wealth of the Indies.”.

« His ¢ eye' was not deficient, at all
events, in distinguishing lovely objects,”
rejoined Moncil.

¢ No, faith, the deficiency rests on our
own.shoulders,”” replied: Macready, ¢ in
leaving so.lovely an object unguarded.
By the bright eyes of my grandmother,
had I myself, now, met such a treasure
in such a spot, I might have heen tempt.
ed to turn freebooter, and seize it, as this
spalpeen did, sans ceremonie.”

¢ Aye, and have met with as.rough a
handling for your reward,’ said Sir. Phi.
lip; < Miss Addison met with @ noble
champion in her defence, I assure you.”

Here Medora’s confusion became exe

_treme ; Sir Philip had touched a chord
that vibrated painfully ; and she coloured
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whilst she attempted to articulate some-
* thing of former acquaintance, bld friend.
ship, &c. By this and the preceding
circumstances Sir Philip had gathered
enough to know, that this old acquaint-
ance was not sufficiently indifferent to
the fair object who had half enslaved
his heart, for him to have much confi-
dence in his own success ; and mortified
at the discovery, his chagrin became
visible to allg

The elastic spring of gaiety which had
hitherto prevailed throughout the party,
now seemed broken. Medora was lost
in meditation; her mother became seri-
ous and reflective 3 Sir Philip spiritless;
and the rest too much fatigued to exert
themselves. Thus, what was begun in
the height of hilarity, terminated in
weariness, disappointment, and sorrow-
ing regret.
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CHAPTER XL

THE rencontre with Augustus Falknor
at Clifton, so totally unexpected by Mrs.
Addison, and as totally undesired on her
part, had a good deal deranged that
composure which she had been solicitous
to acquire since she had quitted D——.
The meeting between the young peo-
ple she foresaw would be productive of
equal satisfaction to both ; and she equally
dreaded the consequences that might re-
sult from it. She feared for the future
peace of Medora, and she also feared for
the happiness of Augustus, if they were
permitted to meet again; and tkat this
would be accomplished was most proba-
ble, whilst they continued in the vicinity
of each other. Mrs. Addison likewise
recollected her promise to Lord Ashdale,
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a promise voluntarily given, and which
she now laboured under the apprehension
of seeing broken, if she did not take the
only effectual remedy to prevent it, that
of immediately leaving Bath.

The resolution once formed, little was
necessary to carry it into effect; and she
hastened to inform the two girls of her
determination, hoping to find in them
that readiness of assent which she re-
quired, when given to understand that
she meant to bend her course again to-
wards D . :

Eliza received the communication with
unfeigned delight. Though no one had
more truly enjoyed the varieties which
Bath affords for the gratification of the
youthful mind than herself, still home
had its superior charms; and to be able
to return again to D in this delight-
ful season, when. kind Nature wore her
loveliest hue, afforded her the highest
satisfaction.

Medora, a short week since, would
6
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have experienced the same delight, which
now filled the heart of her friend, at the
idea of returning to scenes, hallowed to
her by the remembrance of Augustus;
had not the unexpected meeting between
them created new sensations in her breast.
These sensations led her to reflect, that
in quitting Bath, she should lose all
chance of seeing him, and that he would
remain too far distant, again to embellish
the country for her. Sighing as these
melancholy ideas arose in her mind, she
still however preserved sufficient com-
mand of herself, to express her ready
compliance with the will of Ler parent, -.

Nought then remained for the trio,
previous to the commencement of . their
journey, but to bid farewel to the friends;
according to the general acceptation of
the word, whom they had acquised dur-
ing their residence here. Miss Dalton’s
and Medora’s incognito, ‘they reckoned
exceptions to the general term, and felt
that to part with them, would occasion
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real symptoms of regret. The former,
with her sister, the amiable but still pen.
sive Mrs. Warren, they tried to lure back
to their former habitation in the vicinity
of D ; and with the existing hope of
one day meeting again, and that day per.
haps not far distant, these amiable women
separated with the most grateful remem-
brance of each other.

It was with the utmost concern, that
Medora’s Pump-room friend learned their
intention of so soon quitting Bath; and
in a tone, tremulous from agitation, he
assured her, it would -retain but few at-
tractions for him when she was absent.
<« It is true,’”” added he, ¢ that my health
has been benefited in,some measure since
my. residence here, but I attribute the
amendment more to the effect which
your society, my lovely girl, has had
upon my spirits, than to all the medici-
nal qualities. of - these far famed springs.
Now, bereft of that,”’ continued he,

8
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whilst a tear that seemed a stranger,
twinkled in his eye, ¢ I shall get into
my old moping, melancholy way again,
and return home no better than 1 came.”

Medora, affected by the regret he pro-
fessed. to feel for her departure, and com-
miserating his situation as he described
it, endeavoured to comfort him all in her
power; and after expressing her sincere
wishes for his health and happiness, and
assuring him of her most cordial remem-
brance and regard, she reluctantly pre-
pared to take her leave.

¢ Sweet blossom!” he murmured in
an under tone, ¢ would that I could
claim you for my own; then I should
not stand alone in the world, like a wi-
thered trunk bereft of all its branches.”
And taking her hand, with an affection-
ate pressure, he begged to be ififormed
where she was going to reside, whilst he
added that, although he was compelled
to part with such fiiends at present,
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he should be most miserable, if he con-
ceived the separation would be an eternal
one.

¢ Oh, my dear Medora!” cried Eliza,
as soon as they were beyond hearing,
““ what a beau shall we have to present to
my father and mother; for this affection-
ate old soul most certainly intends to do
us the honour of a visit.” .

“ Dear old man!” exclaimed Me-
dora, her blue eyes glistening with the
tear of sensibility, ¢ there is a something
which strongly attracts me towards thee,
and I should feel sorry indeed if I fan-
cied that we now parted to meet no
more!”’

Medora, whilst recounting to her mo-
ther, her interesting parting with the
stranger, perceived that it created in her
the liveliest emotions; and she again
expressed the wish that had many times
escaped her, that her parent had con-
sented to an introduttion.  But Mis.
Addison repeated the plea she had fre-
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quently urged, her dislike to strangers,
and the subject was forgotten. '
A lovely morning in the month of
April, saw the travellers seated in a post-
chaise on their road to D . The re-
flections arising from such a coincidence
of circumstances, were of the most painful
nature to Mrs. Addison. The recollec-
tion of travelling upon a former occa-
sion, to the place where she was again
bending her steps, and where after her
irreparable loss, she had found an asylum
for herself and infant, and could not fail
of creating emotions almost too powerful
for her frame. In idea, she now traced
back the time, when, rich in youth,
health, peace of mind, and the affections
of indulgent parents, she had not a wish
ungratified. . What a contrast did ¢ Twen-
ty Years Ago’’ present to the present
period! Now, a parent herself—a de-
serted, or at least an apparently deserted
wife—a stranger in a foreign ‘country,
and nothing to protect her, save the hu-
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manity of strangers! ¢ Oh!” she men-
tally cxclaimed, as covering her face with
her veil, she leaned back in the carriage,
<« my lot has been a severe one; but let
me not murmur at the dispensations of
Providence,- whose decrees are always
wisest, discreetest, best!”’

This mental soliloquy restored her to
some degree of tranquillity ere the car-
riage drove up to the inn where they
had appointed to dine, and where also
they expected to meet Mr. Johnston, who
had promised to escort them the remain-
der of the way. On approaching the
inn door, Eliza’s quick eyes were the
first to distinguish ber father who was
standing ready to. receive them. Ina
moment the affectionate girl was in his
arms; and so lively was the satisfaction
she received, at being once more folded
in a parent’s embrace, that she did not
observe a young man, who stood smiling
at some distance behind, till he was
pointed out to her by Medora, as their
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former little companion, William Bar-
nard.

The youth, since they saw him last,
was evidently much increased in stature,
and also much improved in appearance.

- 'The rustic mawvaise-honte, so disadvan-

tageous, which then hung about him,
was vanished ; and Eliza, whilst she cor-
dially welcomed him, acknowledged to
herself, that even William, whose coun-
tenance she had once thought perfect,
was capable of embellishment.

Greetings the most cordial soon took
place between all parties, each rejoicing
to behold again an old and esteemed
friend ; but in no sense was this mark of
cordiality more visibly expressed than
from Mrs. Addison to her former little
protegé.

Such condescending marks of’ distinc-
tion, from a lady whom he held in the
highest veneration, were extremely flat-
tering to young Barnard ; who had been
induced as much from respect for Mrs.
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Addison as good will towards the John-
stons to make this visit. Since he had
quitted D——, and received the benefit of
a superior education, his mind expand-
ing with his person, had taught him the
full value of those benefits received in-
his younger days, from the kindness and
consideration of this amiable woman ;
and he now felt it incumbent upon him
to evince his gratitude accordingly.

To the young ladies, the grateful youth
felt himself attached by that link of un-
restrained freedom, which ever binds us
to the playmates of our early youth ; in-
dependent of a glowing debt of gratitude
which he owed for various acts of kind-
ness and attention. Medora, from her
extreme beauty, and gracefulness of per-
son, he had ever been accustomed to
look up to with a degree of awe, as to a
being almost deserving adoration. But
Eliza, whose cheerful good humour,
buoyant spirits, and frequent attentions
to his little wants, brought her more
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upon a level with himself, he used to
think he could love dearly, if he might
be permitted to do so, and his former
sentiments thrilled through his heart in
full force, when he again beheld her.

No one had more sincerely rejoiced in
the sudden elevation of the generous
and exemplary Barnard thaa Mr. John-
ston. And, when the family quitted
D——, this benevolent man expressed a
desire to see William, whenever his va-
cations permitted; and the yonth, to
whom the invitation proved too agree-
able to be rejected, had arrived, a wel-
come visitor, the preceding evening at
Kirkaldy-hall,

The pleasure these good people en-
joyed in each other’s society, gave a zest
to the already prepared meal; whilst joy
sparkled in the bright eyes of Eliza, at
the agrecable addition they had expe-
rienced in the presence of William, and
the pensiveness which had hitherto over-
shadowed-the face of her friend, now
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vanished under her gaielé de caur, as
the thick morning vapour is dispelled by
the rays of the sun; and ere they ar-
rived at home scarce a trace of the for-
ner existing gloom remained.
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CHAPTER XIIL

ReTuRNED again to her former avoca-
tions, in the peaceful rctirement of Kir-
kaldy-hall, Mrs. Addison found full lei-
sure for retrospection. Pursuing the
‘train of reflections which had so forcibly
taken possession of her mind, during her
journey to D——; and combining some
occurrences of her past life, with the re-
cent circumstances of her present one,
she felt convinced that what she had for-
merly done in her own behalf, respecting
the loss of her property, she ought again
to do, if she considered the welfare of her
daughter. If the documents of her mar-
riage ceremony could not bé* restored,
Medora, she argued, must be deprived
of her birthright, and for ever remain an
alien to her father’s family. For the
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sake of her daughter then, she felt it
doubly incumbent upon her to make an-
other exertion, and she determined im-
mediately to consult her friends, relative
to a second application to the public.

From the light in which she now re-
presented the subject, Mr. Johnston was
soon convinced of the expediency of the
measure : and a short time only elapsed
before the public papers again announced
the former ¢ Advertisement.”

Few days had passed after this trans-
action, when one morning, as Mrs. Addi-
son was sitting with the young people,
pursuing their customary employments,
they were suddenly startled by the sound
of a carriage, which appcared to be driv.
ing, with great velocity, up the avenue.
A sound, so very unusual, drcw an ex-
clamation of surprise from each; when
William Barnard, desirous of gratifying
their curiosity, was proceeding to recon-
noitre, butwas stopped in his progress, by
hearing the voices of pcople approaching.

VOL. III. H
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~Already footsteps sounded on the old
oaken staircase,—they ascend—the door
is thrown open by Mr. Johnston—and
Medora finds herself in the arms of her
Bath incognito /

Surprised, and somewhat alarmed, at
the familiarity of the salutation, the lovely
.girl was quickly retreating, when he
eagerly exclaimed—

¢ Fly me not, sweet innocent, and
good as lovely! too long have I been
deprived of the happiness which your
Joved society would have afforded me,
but the future shall compensate for the
.past, for never again will I lose sight of
an object, now beceme doubly dear to
my heart !”

¢ Poor man !*” thought Medora, as she
retired from him towards her mother;
¢ the infirm state of his healtl has cer-
tainly deranged his intellects ;” whilst
‘Mrs. Addison, half fainting from surprise
and agitation, had dropped into the
nearest seat.. ’
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William, from the situation in which
he beheld Mrs. Addison, and the fami-
liar address of the stranger to Medora,
Judging that he could not with propriety
remain a spectator of scenes, which per-
haps ought not to admit of witnesses—
immediately quitted the room. His
movement was not lost upon Eliza ; she
observing the serious aspect things were
beginning to wear, retreated also, and
Jjoining William in the garden, they con-
tinued to converse upon the unexpected
occurrence, till she was again summoned
up stairs.

Re-entering the roomn, a surprise of a

- different nature awaited her. On one
side, between Mrs. Addison and Medora,
was seated the incognito, who smiled upon
each with infinite satisfaction, and whose
hands he alternately pressed with great
seeming affection betwixt his own: and
opposite to them, her father and mother
apparently listening to a family history.

No sooner did Medora witness her

H 2
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appearance, than springing from her
seat, she caught the hand of her friend,
exclaiming—¢¢ Behold, dear Eliza, in this
already esteemed friend, one, who gives
me leave to love and venerate him as a
parent, one who comes expressly to clalm
me as his grand-daughter.”

The astonishment of Eliza may be
easily imagined, at discovering the new
found relative, having never heard Me-
dora mention any of her connections;
but her surprise increased still more as
she learned the particulars of this inter-
esting meeting.

Lord Falknor, from his eldest son’s
having so peremptorily refused the match
which had been so sedulously provided
for him with Lady Anne Eastheath,
could not help entertaining strong sus-
picions, that under this refusal, lurked
cogent reasons for conduct soinscrutable.
Indulging therefore the suspicions which
had entered his mind, he became watch-
ful and inquisitive ; not even stopping
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short in obtaining, what every man of
honour holds himself bound to respect,
the almost sacred contents of a corre-
spondence.  Arthur, during his stay in
England, had several friends abroad with
whom he kept up a literary intercourse ;
this his father knew, and more than one
of these cpistles had been intercepted.
But from the contents of these, he
gleaned only weak conceptions, and
faint surmises ; till the departure of Mr.
Falknor for Sardinia. Immediately after
that period, he was enabled to learn from
a foreign packet addressed to him, the
contents of which he had the meanness to
purloin; that the son, in whom centred
all his hopes, and for whose welfare he
had been so sedulous to toil in the roads
of ambition, had blasted all his high-
raised expectations by forming an alli-
ance for himself; and that, with the
family of a person in trade, a catholic, and
a foreigner !

By cautiously intercepting every let-
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ter which arrived through that channel,
Lord Falknor was at length aw-faiz of
every circumstance respeeting this dis-
graceful conhection; and he had soon
the horror of learning that this dreaded
wife had been driven by the revolution
which had shook her country to its basis,
to seek for safety in his. So bitter was
the rancour excited in his bosom against
this innocent being, by her union with
his son, that he determined, if possible,
to prevent their ever meeting again;
and in order to effect his purpose, he had
placed spies in almost every seaport
throughout England, to observe her land-
* ing, and watch her motions afterwards.
In consequence of this arrangement,
when Mrs. Falknor—whom my readers
will recognize in the ci-devant Mrs. Ad-
dison—landed at Portsmouth in rder to
seek her husband, a confidential person,
engaged for that purpose by Lord Falk-
nor, soon discovered her; and being too
well paid’to lose sight of his game when
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once startled, followed up the pursuit
during her route to D ; when,
owing to the upsetting of the chaise, he
was enabled to seize a booty, which he
conceived, by identifying the owner,
would be of intrinsic value to his em-’
ployer, and procure him a reward ac-
cordingly.

¢¢ Fortune favours me !”* thought Lord
Falknor, as he examined thé contents of
the trunk now spread open to his view,
¢ this is beyond my expectation. By con-~
cealing these,” he exclaimed, whilst the
documents testifying the validity of the
marriage ceremony of his son trembled in
his grasp, ¢ they can never proclaim this
inauspicious union. And the child, which
some of the parephernalia here give me to
understand is in existence, can never in-
herit my property ; and I may still see
my honours bloom again, according to
my own mode of cultivation.” So said,
and so thought, Lord Falknor ncariy
“ Twenty Years Ago ;" but time, which
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had not passed lightly o’er his brow since
that period, had produced in him differ-
ent thoughts, different desires, and very
different sensations !

. From the time in which Lord Falknor
—Medora’s incognito friend—worn down
with disease, the effect of disappoint-
ment and corroding care, seeking the
health-inspiring springs of Bath, had met
her in the Pump-room, so strikingly
lovely did she appear, so femininely sweet,
that he could not help wishing that it had
been permitted hin to claim kindred with
a creature of such perfection ; one that,
in his imagination, would amply com-
pensate for the deprivation he had sus-
tained. With these ideas impressed upon
his mind, he had sorrowfully deplored
their separation, and was already begin-
ning to calculate the time, whensby ma-
king a visit to D——, he might have the
gratification of again beholding his young
favourite ; but ere this intention could be
put into practice, his eye caught the
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« Advertisement ;> which by a second
time so accurately describing the articles
in his possession, opened his eyes to a
most agreeable discovery, and hurried
him on the wings of paternal affection, in
order to clasp a suffering daughter, and
her long neglected child, to his repent-
ant bosom.

Tranquillity was scarcely restored to
the agitated parties, ere tlfe newly dis-
covered relative, eager to insure their
future welfare, and his own comfort, by
making reparation for his past omissions,
proposed that Medora with her mother,
whom his lordship now found equal ‘rea-
son to love and admire, should immedi-
ately take up their residence in his man.
sion ; adding, ¢ Itis large enough to ac-
commodate us all, and with such a mis-
tress to preside over my domestic arrange-
ments, I may.enjoy my few remaining
years in comfort, and go down to the
grave in peace.” ' A
- “To refuse compliance with a scheme,

HS3
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which, even in contemplation, appeared
to afford Lord Falknor so high a degrce
of satisfaction, these amiable women
found impossible ; and although the pros.
pect of quitting, perhaps for ever, a situa--
tion rendered dear by local attachment,
cost them deep regret, yet they hesitated
not to yield an immediate assent to the
proposal. A motive, in Mrs. Falknor’s
opinion, ‘superior to all others, had
prompted her ready acquiescence in this
decision, that of evincing her duteous
regard to the declining parent of her
idolized Arthur; whom neither the lapse
of time, absence, nor the many various
accidents that life is heir to, could per-
suade of his non-existence. And al-
though this was a subject, which she had
not yet ventured to touch upon with his
father, yet she flattered herself that, by
infusing a portion of: that vivifying spirit
of hope, which had hitherto so ably sus-
tained her, into his bosom, she should
procure for him the return of that con-
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fidence, the loss of which had so long
baffled his repose.

Heavy was the heart of Eliza, as she
witnessed the preparations which would
divide her from the friend of her heart,
and from her more than friend, her guide
and monitress, as she was authorized to
call Mrs. Falknor. Never had they been
separated since the dawn of reason had
enabled them to appreciate the amiable
and endecaring traits which constituted
the disposition of each; and severe in-
deed was the stroke which would now
sever their compact. Medora equally
felt the poignancy of the parting ; and
whilst she wept the consequences of it
herself, she endeavoured to console her
friend with hopeés of future meetings, and
promises of everlasting remembrance.
Nor was this all ; the memory of Augus-
tus at this trying moment, recurred upon
her imagination with redoubled force;
and the loved scenes which she had so
often traced by his side, were alike re-

8
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gretted, and deplored. For, alas! to re-
trace these inanimate witnesses of her
partiality in his favour, was all that had
remained, as an equivalent, for departed
happiness !

At length the so much dreaded morn-
ing, destined to sever friends so long and
so closely united, arrived. Numerous
were the affectionate adieus which passed
on all sides; and Lord Falknor, after
expressing his gratitude to this estimable
family in the most animated terms, for
their hospitable care of those, he had
himself so unfeelingly neglected, led the
weeping pair to his carriage, which.soon
whirled them on their road to London.
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CHAPTER XIIIL

‘THE metropolis of England, so imposing
in its appearance to every stranger, could
not fail to strike both Mrs. Falknor and
her daughter with astonishment at its size
and magnificence. It was, besides, at a
period when they entered it, that all Eu.
rope, oppressed by the horrors of war,
had their eyes fixed upon the comktined
armies then concentrated around Paris;
and from whose prowess they looked for
the destruction of the fyrant who had
so long and so unjustly usurped the
throne of France: and with that, the
restoration of peace/—a period when
fresh intelligence of success in the gene-
ral cause arrived daily, animated every
heart, and burst forth in thanksgivings
from every tongue!—a period, when
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every succeeding night vied with the
former in the briiliancy of its splendour,
and all the inhabitants appeared possess-
ed with gratitude and joy!

At a season like this Mrs. Falknor
could not but be much interested. Few
individuals, perhaps, had more at stake
than herself. A country!—a futher!—
and more than all, a husband! whose
safety and preservation she imagined
were combined with the succeeding
events; and she now looked forward
every day to fresh communications and
fresh incidents with the most agitating
impatience.

Lord Falknor, whom his daughter had
tried in vain to render a convert to what
he called her chimerical hopes and wild
expectations, and whe saw in all this
only the workings.of Providencg for his
country’s good, and the especial welfare
of all Europe, could not be brought to
_believe that ke should ostensibly reap any
benefit from the changes which were now
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expected to take place; and, excepting
the pleasure which he enjoyed from the
society of these two interesting females,
now become doubly dear to him, he ex- -
perienced no diminution of that gloom,
which, originating in disappointment,
and cherished by indulgence, was be-
come habitual.

One morning that the joyful peals
from many a church steeple proclaimed
the arrival of intelligence, gratifying in
its nature to the ears of every well-dis-
posed Englishman, Lord Falknor, whose
mind was not in perfect unison with the
general hilarity of the day, had retired to
his study in order to spend, if possible, a
few hours in uninterrupted tranquillity.
Here he had not long indulged in the
retirement he sought, ere his ears were
saluted by the sound of an equipage
driving furiously up the street, which a
tremendous rapping at the door of his
own mansion, announced had reached
the place of its destination.
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- Expecting no company, and rather
curious to observe who it was that came
in such a ¢ questionable shape,” his lord-
ship advanced to the window which
fronted the street, in order to make his
observations. Here he beheld a foreign
carriage, to-which were attached four
post-horses, all in a foam; and from
which a gentleman was in the act of
alighting. Immediately afterwards he
observed him turn, in order to assist one,
apparently some years his senior, and to
whom he proffered the most cautious at-
tention. The ‘elapse of a moment hid
them from his sight—they had entered
the house—he hears them advancing—
the door is thrown open, and—Henry
Falknor, panting with expectation and
delight, precipitately rushes to receive a
father’s embrace! '
To describe the mingled sensations of
astonishment, paternal affection, and
_refined delight, which assailed the bosom
of Lord Falknor at this unexpected ren-
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conlre, is impossible. Joy, at once more
holding to his bosom a son whom he had
mourned as for ever lost to him, reigned
predominant ; and overpowered by the
conflict, he sunk into his chair, unable to
give vent to the acuteness of his feelings.

A short time having elapsed in giving
way to the transport which oppressed
him, and in which silence had been more
expressive than utterance could have
been on such an occasion, when Henry
proceeded to introduce his companion as
a gentleman to whom he was indebted
for satety, protection, and even life!
adding,- ¢ that at a time when, he was
unfortunately exposed to a wild licen-
tious rabble, under the guidance of their
no less vile conductor, Murat, who pro-
ceeded to persecute him principally be-
cause he could boast the proud prero-
gative of being an Englishman; this
gentleman discovering, by accident, the
malevolence of their designs, had boldly
risked his own safety, by secreting him
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in his house, from the power of his ene-
mies; thereby not only saving his life,
but affording him protection afterwards :
and in fine, that, tired of the excesses
which he daily saw committed by this
tyrant of the Italian states and his myr-
midons, he had taken the first opportu-
nity afforded by the crisis of affairs, to
quit his country and fly with him to
England ; where he, Henry, was sure of
returning that protection which had been
afforded him, by confiding in the grati-
tude of a generous father!”

This hasty sketch immediately induced
Lord Fadknor to open his arms to the
stranger in a welcome embrace, as to a
person to whom he should owe an ever-
lasting obligation; at the same time
calling upon his son to assist him in
evincing his constant gratitude by every
attention in his power.

The ebullition of surprise having in
some measure evaporated, Lord Falknor
recollected himself sufficiently to inquire



TWENTY YEARS AGO. 163

if they had taken their morning’s repast ;
when, being answered in the negative,
he led the way to the breakfast-room,
from which Medora had not yet retired.
Here a surprise equal to that his father
had but just experienced, awaited the
astonished Henry. A lady, young,
beautiful as the fabled Hourii, and in
whose lineaments he discovered traces
that had once fired his soul, presiding at
his father’s breakfast-table! Who and
what could she be? Whilst his lordship
intent only on doing the honours of his
house, and bewildered by the preceding
occurrence, overlooked both his son’s
astonishment and the necessary form of
introduction, by hastily applying to the
lovely girl to order a fresh breakfast.
Medora in silence hastened to obey
her grandfather, whilst the stranger, as
well as Mr. Henry Falknor, continued
to gaze on the bright vision before them,
every moment adding to the interest
they both felt in her favour, when the



164 THE ADVERTISEMENT; OR,

door opening, their eyes were diverted
from gazing on one lovely object to fix
upon another, less young, less beautiful,
‘perhaps, but not less interesting !-

Mrs. Falknor, who had for some time
awaited the appearance of her daughter
in their sitting-room, and finding she
did not come, concluded she had been
-detained by something particular, had
descended in pursuit of her. On open-
ing the parlour door she in her turn
experienced a degree of astonishment at
finding it thus occupied. But, who shall
paint her surprise, her joy, her delight,
when, in glancing at the strangers, she
beheld in one of them her beloved, her
revered, her idolized father!

All was confusion to the perception of
Henry Falknor. The plot every moment
thickened ; nor could his l%ewildered
senses penetrate even the surfaice. Me-
dora also participated in his confusion.
To have so lately discovered a grand-
father in Lord Falknor, and how to be
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again pressed to the bosom of amnother,
appeared like the effect of enchantment ;
and she could scarcely trusi the evidence
of her senses, till an explanation ensued,
which solved the mystery, even to the
bewilgered Henry, who, advancing to-
wards Mrs. Falknor, said—

¢ Permit me to embrace, whijlst I re-
cognize in an object for ever estimable,
a sister! whose welfare and happiness
will be ever dear to me. As to you, my
little Hebe,” exclaimed he, turning to
Medora, and catching her in his arms,
¢ you would lay claim to my affection,
even if I did not love you for the sake of
your parents, whilst you possess that
insinuating countenance.”  Then whis-
pering Mrs. Falknor, ¢ Can yon wonder,
dear madam, that, gifted with the same
sentiments, I should agree with my bro-
ther in preferring you to all others; you
cannot, therefore,”” added he with a be-
seeching expression, ¢ refuse to pardon
me my.former transgressions.”

6
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Mirs. Falknor, whilst a tear of sensi-
bility bedewed her cheek at the mention
of his brother, presented him her hand in
-compact with Medora’s, in token of
amity and sisterly affection; which the
gratified Henry repcatedly pressedsto his
lips, assuring her of his tenderest friend-
ship and regard.

What a striking lesson was here pre-
sented to the proud, the scheming, the
violent Lord Falknor! The man whom
his opinion had degraded, whose alliance
he had scorned as mean and contemp-
tible, now stood before him, open and
upright in conscious integrity, and above
all, as the saviour and protecting angel
of his son. Whilst ¢onscience whis-
pered his own unfeeling conduct towards
the daughter of this very man whom he
had despised, endcavoured 1q disgrace,
and left, through his machinations, a
stranger, to perish in a foreign land !

The minds of the whole party being
wound up to the highest pitch of mental
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feeling, Mrs. Falknor proposed leaving
the gentlemen to take their meal in com-
fort, whilst she retired with Medora to
obtain that degree of relaxation which
she found necessary to their agitated
framgg,

Once more in retirement with her
daughter, and observing her inquiring
looks, she was proceeding to give an ex-
planation relative to the past scene, when
the reverberation of the knocker an-
nounced the approach of company; and
in a few minutes Miss Dalton made her
appearance.

¢ Nothing but agreeable surprises, this
morning, mama,” whispered Medora, as
she passed to welcome their much es-
teemed friend, who, they soon learned,
had quitted Bath with the intention of
spending a month or two in town before
they finally settled respecting their sum-
mer abode.

This circumstance proved highly
agrecable to both mother and daughter,
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as they had ever entertained the highest
regard for this lady, who, from 'a corre-
spondence that was previously settled
between them, was no stranger to the
recent occurrence which had taken place
in their favor, and now with rea§psatis-
faction congratulated them upon the
event.

After mutual inquiries respecting the
welfare of each other, &c. Mrs. Falk-
nor was upon the point of relating the
surprise of the morning, when a tap at
the door, and a gentle intreaty for admis-
sion, put a stop to the convérsation, and
the communication was postponed by
the appearance of Falknor himsclf.

Observing an additional female in the
room, he was preparing to withdraw,
not having changed his travelling cos-
tume, when a second gla;nce, and a
‘command to enter, enabled " him to
discern an old friend, to whom he ad-
vanced, with evident dehght at the
recognition.
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.Miss Dalton, greatly astonished at be-
holding one, whom she was long ago
taught to believe had been numbered
with the dead, displayed an agitation
highly flattering to the self:love of the
quicksighted Henry; who could not
help recalling to his memory the pleasure
he used to experience in her society,
although at sthat time devoted to an-
other. Here, he again beheld her, the
same mild, amiable being he had for-
merly approved ; ¢ Ard if,”” he argued,
¢ a few years have flowi over her head
since we parted, they have perhaps pass-
ed more heavily over my own; we are
therefore upon a par in that respect;”’
and whilst she continued to gain upon
him in every succceding interview, by
the same propriety of conduct, for which
he had esteemed her some years before,
he could not help agreeing with him who
says: I believe that the heart often
experiences a presentiment of its future
destiny, that without bowing to the sove-

VOL. IIl. I
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reignty of the individual, it may yet feel
a new-born, unaccountable emotion at
the presence of that very being, even
when it beholds her without a tender
sentiment, powerless of discerning that
wherefore, which rests in futuritys”
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CHAPTER XIV.
Gosstp report was not long in proclalm-
ing the recent events, ‘which . }ad taken
place in Lord Falknor’s family, _«The
unlooked for, and uncxpectgd retarn of
one son was produdtive of many sur-
mises, conjectures, and cxpectations re-
specting the other, who had been for so
long a period, an alicn to his country, and
to his friends; and Lord Ashdale,when he
was informed of the extraordinary return
of a cousin, although esteeming Henry,
and rcjoicing in his arrival, would much
rather it had been his more highly es-
teemed friend the accomplished Arthur.
* No sooner did the surprising intelli-
gence reach the ears of the earl, than
willing to conciliate his uncle, with
12
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whom perversc incidents, and foolish
misunderstandings, had kept him for
several years at variance, than with his
whole family he set out immediately, to
embrace, and offer a sincere and affec-
tionate welcome to the so long estranged
Henry.

Lady Ashdale, no more than her lord,
had been slow ta offer her gratulations
upon this unexpected occurrence. The
gay, the eccentric Henry, had always
with her been a favourite; and whilst
she seriously censured his vices, she
could not help allowing him virtues ua-
der that careless exterior, which he cer-
tainly never possessed, and estecming
him accordingly. Sincere then was the
greeting.on all sides, an amnesty being
passed by Lord Falknor upon all old
grievances; but the reconciliation was
not deemed complete by his Yordship,
till every member of the family was in-
cluded in it; he, therefore, after prefac-
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ing the subject to Lady Ashdale, rang
the bell, and requested the presence of
Medora and her mother.

Astonishment now took a different
cast of expression, and rested chiefly on
the countenance of Augustus, upon the
entrance of the ladies. He had visited
Lord Falknor, with the express purpose
of embracing a mnew found cousin, but
he had never dreamt of meeting the idol
of his soul under that roof, and that too
in the endearing semblance of a relative !
A variety of ideas, indescribable in their
nature, rushed through his brain, whirl.
ing him from point to point, till at last
he rested on the prominent one of being
able to avow his affection for this lovely
girl, without fear of degradation on his
side, or of experiencing reproof from his
parents. This idea was an heavenly one,
and he hugged it to his bosom, whilst he
advanced with rapture to claim kindred
with this long loved object of his adora-
tion.

Neither the transport, which had so
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suddenly seized Augustus, nor the trem-
bling confusion ¢f Medora passed unno-
ticed by Lo:rd Ashdale. Suspicion, as to
her being the late inmate of Kirkaldy-
hall, rushed tirrough his mind, which, by
a short conversation with Mrs. Falknor,
was soon reduced to conviction; when
his lordship with a sincer» wish that she
had confided in him, proceeded to ex-
press his regret for the misunderstand-
ing that had occasioned her so much
trouble.

« That my daughter did not discover
herself to her husband’s family,”” replied
‘the father of Mrs. Falknor, ¢ was in some
measure owing to a restriction of mine.
A prond one, I grant, and for which she
kas been severely punished, by the hu-
miliation she has so many years endured.
But knowing her to be a proper match
in point of family, and believilig her to
be such in point of fortune for the man
she had chosen, 1 could not reconcile her
appearing as an intruder in the eyes of
his family.”
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What an era was this for Lord Falk-
nor; after so long a period of ¢ hope
deferred,” agitation and disappointment,
thus to see his family surrounding him,
nnited and happy; with a prospect in
perspective, of beholding the second
generation still more closely united, by
the bonds of conjugal affection! Nothing
was now wanting to render his present
felicity permanent and complete, but the
re-appearance of his first-born, his darling
Arthur: or, if that were denied him, to
receive some intelligence respecting his
fate, even ifit tended to confirm the cers
tainty of his loss, and to bid him hope
no more !

Happier in himself, than he bad been
for years, Lord Falknor endeavoured to
make all around him equally so, and the
time sped pleasantly along. Medora,
the joy and delight of her doating grand-
father, and the dearest object of affec-
tion to Augustus, had not a wish um-
gratified. And if a sigh heaved the
bosom, or a tear bedewed the cheek of
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Mrs. Falknor, in spite of the happiness
which surrounded her, at the remem-
brance of her long lost husband, the
sight of her parent, making one in the
family circle, and the recollection of the
happy prospect awaiting her beloved
Medora, would quickly banish the in-
truders, and make her raise her heart to
Heaven in thankfulness for the blessings
‘already awarded her.

Medora, whom no degree of present
happiness could render forgetful of for-
mer benefits, longed for her friend Eliza
to participate in her new found pleasures ;
and to that end, with the approbation of
her mother, she petitioned her grand-
father to invite the dear girl to town.
Too fond of indulging her every wish, to
think of a denial, Lord Falknor immedi-
ately assented, and the invitation was
dispatched accordingly to D——. Ina
week it was conjectured she would be
able to set out from home, when it was
agreed they should give her the meeting
about twenty miles up the road.
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The expected morning at length ar-
rived, when the travellers, escorted by
Augustus, commenced their journey;
and arrived at the appointed place a
short time after their friends. The
meeting on both sides may be easily
imagined, kind, respectful, and affec-
tionate; and the evening which they
meant to pass together, promised much
enjoyment. ’

Whilst Mrs. Falknor was confiding to
the ears of her friend Mr. Johnston, who
accompanied his daughter thus far on
her way, some of the leading events
which had occurredsince theirseparation,
the attention of the young people who
had been drawn towards the window,
was suddenly attracted by the arrival of
a travelling carriage, from the door of
which soon issued a military hat gnd
feather, followed by a very elegant look-
ing man.

. ¢¢ More arrivals from the continent,”
exclaimed Augustus, ¢ poor fellows, I

13
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rejoice to see them at any rate, but more
particularly so, when they return safe
and sound, from the imminent dangers
they have had to encounter.”

¢ But here comes one,” rejoined Me-
dora, whilst she regarded an emaciated
figure descending from the vehicle, sup-
ported bythe officer whohad first alighted,
« which does not appear to correspond
with your wishes. Poor man!”’ conti-
nued she, ¢ he must either have been
severely wounded, or a material sufferer
from other causes.”

By this time the object of their obser-
vation had disappeared by eatering the
house, and put an end to their discourse
respecting him ; although the impression
which his debilitated condition had made
on their minds, did not so easily vanish.
For a long time they continued <o con-
verse on the miseries attendant on war,
the cruelties and atrocities of that tyrant
of mankind, the ganguinary Buonaparte,

and their hopes of his final overthrow.
7
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The time for separating at\length'ar-
rived. The carriage was already at the
door, and Mr.Johnston preparing to take
his leave, when a servant entered the
room, and presented compliments from a
gentleman below, begging the honour
of fiveminutes’ conversation with the gen-
tleman belonging to their party.

Augustus felt rather surprised at the
singularity of thiswmessagle, not being
aware of any friend or acquaintance that
could possibly recognize him in this spot;
he however prepared to leave the room,
but this Mrs. Falknor prevented by re-
questing that they might be no impedi-
ment to the entrance of any one; Au-
gustus therefore desired the gentleman
might be admitted.

In a few minutes the sounds of ascend-
ing footsteps announced the near ap-
proach of the visitor, when all eyes"were
turned towards the door in expectation
of who should enter. The suspense was
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of short duration. The military officer,
whom Augustus had remarked descend-
ing from the carriage at the door of the
inn, advanced into the room, followed
by his invalid friend ; and politely ad-
dressing Augustus, begged leave to know
if any part of Lord Falknor’s family were
present, as the armorial bearings upon
the carriage, then at the door, denoted
its belonging- to-thal®¥Si5blcman ?

« In myself, Sir, you see a distant re-
lative of Lord Falknor’s,”” answered
Augustus without hesitation, ¢ but those
ladies,” pointing towards Medora and
her mother, ¢ boast a much ncarer
degree of consanguinity, being his daugh-
ter and grand-daughter.”

¢ His daughter!” falteringly ejaculated
the invalid, in a stifled tone, < his daugh-
ter!” again repeated he, whilst every
limb - trembled with supprest emotion,
¢ merciful Heaven! who can she be?”
then rushing forward with all the force

$



TWENTY YEARS AGO. 181

he could muster, again exclaimed, ¢ Is
it, can it be, my own, my long lost
Medora

Like the Grecian painter, I must draw
a veil over the scene I am unable to de-
lineate, and content myself with inform-
ing my readers that the Hon. Arthur
Falknor, so long and so deservedly la-
mented, as for ever lost, was at length

returned, to :\Wning of his
father’s days, and” to reward the con-
stancy of an affectionate wife! Unheard
of disasters, and unforeseen disappoint-
ments had been his lot for the first few
years of his quitting England’s shores;
when, after escaping a succession of evils,
he at length fell into the toils of Buona-
parte’s emissaries during their attack
upon some of the Italian states, from
whence he was carried a captive into
France. Here, immured i a loaithsome
dungeon without being allowed the pri-
vilege of writing either to Genoa or to
England, to announce his fate, weeks,
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months, and ycars, had rolled on, with-
out his friends being able to discover
where he was, or even if he was still-in
existence ! The expulsion of the tyrant
from Paris, by the combined armies, and
the cntrance of the British troops into
that city, proved the signal of liberty to
hundreds of their countrymen, who had
been unjustly detamed there; and
amon;,,st the mg,nv __wham, an officer,
warii in tHe ] countly s char-
ter, had liberated from horrid captivity,
was Mr. Falknor. Not content with
leading him from a dreary cell, where,
denied the blessings of air, light, and ex-
ercise, he wasted his days in hopeless de-
spondence, this warm-hearted character
had continued to support and befriend
him ever since ; and, in fine, had accom-
panied him once more, to his long re-
gretted, long desired country! *

The high wrought sensibilities of the
parties the most interested in this meet-
ing, having a little subsided, Mr. Falk-
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nor begged to present, in the person of
Captain Hardwicke, his friend and pre-
server. My readers will no doubt recog-
nize this gentleman also, as the admirer
of the gentle Anna Lutwyche, whose so-
ciety he hoped soon to enjoy for life ;
and to whom he now looked for the bles-
sings of peace, retirement, and comfort,
after the fatigues and dangers of pro-

tractedggar. _Rhis éogﬂﬁ lady haﬁ Buried
her father, the g ‘Doctor,

some years; since when, consigned to
the care of an aunt in town, she had pass-
ed her time improving in mental per-
fection, and in the anxious expectation
of the peace which was to restore to her
all she Joved. To again behold this ob-
ject of his early affections, Captain Hard.
wicke was posting, when chance, so op-
portunely for Mr. Falknor, presented to
his view his father’s carriage, ‘and by
that means enabled him to fold to his
bosom objects dearer to him than life it.
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self, and which he knew not were in ex~
istgnce !

What a compensation was here for the
exile! one that richly repaid him for
the years of confinement, hardship, and
misery he had endured! To behold
again an adored wife, still young and still
lovely, for the midnight vigil had not
faded the rose on her cheek, was extasy ;
apd yhat might.be gopdd- o). more
gratlfymg'to i3 teeling heart was the
being hailed as a parent by so lovely, sa
sweet a blossom as Medora! Folding her
therefore again and again to his throb-
bing heart, he lifted his soul in gratitude
to that benign Power, who in its own
good time gives us what is best, and
watches for our safety.

In .Aun‘ustus, Mr. Falknor was not
long in dlscovermg the family Tesemb-
lance, nor in embracing him as ‘the son
of his early and most cherished friend ;
and when he perceived by the tell-tale
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blushes of Medora, and the trembling
hesitation of the youth himself, that their

hearts were not in their own possession, "
he experienced an addition to the happi-

ness with which his cup already over-

flowed, and tenderly uniting, and press-

ing both their hands in his own, he be-

stowed upon them a fervent benedic-

tion.

Toublartighte
presented as a gentleman to whom she
owcd the greatest obligations, he express-
ed his gratitude in the strongest terms ;
and whilst both Eliza and her father shed
tears of joy at this happy meeting and
re-union of their friends, the most promi-
nent wish of this artless girl was, that
William Barnard had been present, to
have shared in the happiness which she
herself experienced.

And now, what remained for A-rthur
Falknor ?—Returned once more to his -
native isle—blessed with the presence of
an adored and adoring wife—happy in
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the society of a beloved daughter—sur-
rounded by endeaiing friends—what, but
to seek that revered parent—that affec-
tionate brother, and that respected home,
which he had quitted under such dif-
ferent circumstances ¢ Twenty Years
Ago!”
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